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Communications. 


CARBOLIC ACID IN’ ECZEMA. 
By D. S. Reynotps, M. D., 
Of Louisville, Ky. 


I desire to occupy the attention of your 
readers for a few moments, not with the de- 
tails of anything original. Yet there is some- 
thing in the way of duty, an obligation due to 
the medical profession, from every individual 
member, that binds him to aid in confirming 
recently developed facts, or principles in 
science. It is a feeling of this character of 
obligation, that prompts me to offer to the pro- 
fession the details of the treatment of a few 
cases of Eczema. 

Believing, as I do, that confirmatory evil 
dence is second in importance only to original 
experimentation, in the demonstration of 
facts. 

‘Case 1.—A negro girl, aged 9 years, rather 
small of her age, but well proportioned, had 
enjoyed good health since her “second sum- 
mer,’ during which -her mother says—she 
had “ the bowel complaint.”? She bears marks 
of the strumous taint, as most negroes do. 

Came to my office with her mother, January 
28th, 1869. She complained of constipation, 
loss of appetite, and an intolerable itching of 
the face and scalp, which was thickly coated 
with a yellow scab. The disease was conflu- 
ent, the eyelids were intensely swollen, so much 
so that it was impossible for her to separate 
them. She had been treated—so I was in- 
formed—by a very respectable and intelligent 
physician of this city, during the past two 
weeks, without benefit. The mother exhibited 


| tome a bottle containing a clear fluid substance , 


which I took to be a solutionof sode bicarb., 
in water. This, she said, had been assiduously 


applied during the period of Dr. ——’s attend- 
ance. She had also given the child small doses 
of castor oil every morning. The treatment 
was certainly orthodox, but this was appa- 
rently a very obstinate case, as many cases of 
eczema are. Now, I thought, if the “ alka- 
line” treatment had failed to arrest the pro- 
gress of this great destroyer of juvenile happi- 
ness, that carbolic acid, cautiously applied, 
would make matters but little worse, if it failed 
»to confer benefit, and I determined to make, 
at least, one application. Accordingly I pre 
scribed : 

RK. Carbolic acid, cryst., 

Olei olive, 
Fiat solutio. 
Sig.—Apply at once. 

I directed that the parts be immediately 
cleansed with tepid water without soap, be- 
fore making the application. 

I then directed ten grains of sulphite of 
soda, to be given in water, every two hours, 
and report at my office at 8 A. M., on the 
morrow. 

January 29—8 A. M.—J. M. called to ask 
me to go and see his child. I found her about 
same as yesterday, only she complained less 
of heat and itching. The swelling in the eye- 
lids somewhat abated; can open them just 
enough to enable me to see the ball, perhaps 
half a line. Tongue coated with a thick white 
furr ; bowels not moved for two days. Ordered 
a tablespoonful of castor oil to be given at 
once. 

Skin looks clean, but appears somewhat 
corrugated. I directed the surface of the face 
| and scalp to be bathed in tepid water, and 
| prescribed 
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R Acid carbolic, cryst, 
Olei olive 
Fiet solutio. 
Sig.—Apply night and morning. 

January 30th.—Called at J. M.’s in Congress 
street, and found my patient very much im- 
proved ; can open her eyes almost as well as 
ever she could ; bowels have moved copiously ; 
skin becoming smooth; no itching; disease 
spreading over the neck and chest; ordered 
the powders to be continued, and the carbolic 
acid mixture to be applied to neck and chest 
in the same manner as to head and face. 

February 2d, 6 P. M.—Called at J. M’s, find 
my patient greatly improved. She now sits 
up in bed, and is devouring the leg of a stewed 
hen with an avidity that would do credit to one 
of the canine species after a two days’ fox 
chase. Says she is well; continue dressing 
once per day ; omit the powders ; is to have any- 
thing she wants to eat ; may be allowed to run 
about the yard. 

February 8th.—Saw J. M’s child playing on 
the street ; she is quite well, and says “ I don’t 
want no more of that arstuff what you put on 
my face.” 

Case 2.—F. P’s son, 5 years old, is a remark. 
ably intellectual little fellow, of healthy pa- 
rents, and free from any evidences of constitue 
tional taint. I was called tosee him February 
6th. I found his right cheek covered with 
yellow scabs and vesicles, in irregular patches, 
extending up over the temporal region, and 
scattered at greater intervals over a consider- 
able portion of the scalp. He complained of 
nothing, only the heat and itching; he had 
slight diarrhcea, with a slightly accelerated 
pulse. His stools were mostly of a claycolor, 
and very watery. The disease was first ob- 
served at the angle of the mouth, in the form 
of alittle patch of vesicles, on yesterday morn- 
ing; has developed itself since that time. He 
says ‘‘ it burns.”’ 

I directed the scabs to be removed thrice 
daily with tepid water. After each cleansing 
to apply a solution of carbolic acid, in olive oil, 
ten grains to the ounce, and directed six grains 
of sulphite of soda to be given every three 
hours in milk. 

Feb. 7th. Mrs. Paul called this morning to 
inform me that “‘ Eddy’s face is, if anything, a 
little better.”” She says he slept well and does 
not complain of itching, since the morning 
dressing was applied; his bowels have not 
moved since ten o’clock last night. 

Feb. 9th. Mrs. P. informs me that Eddy is 
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doing well, only that he refuses the milk with 
the sods sulphis in it;has permission to 
discontinue its use; the dressing is to be ap- 
plied twice daily, for two or three days, at the 
expiration of which, Eddy is to be brought 
to my office. 

Feb. 11. There are some vesicles to be seen 
on the forehead and upper eyelid; strict atten- 
tion is to be directed to these parts, and the 
dressing kept constantly applied ; he is to be 
kept in the house, and brought back Saturday. 

Feb. 13th. Saturday evening, Mrs. P. called 
with little Eddy ; he is almost entirely well.— 
The dressing is to be continued once per day 
until the skin becomes perfectly smooth. 

I was called on the 21st of the same month 
to see another member of the family, and 
found Eddy perfectly well, with only a slight 
discoloration to mark the seat of his previous 
disease. 

Case 3.—Little Laura B., aged 2 years has 
always enjoyed excellent health ; no hereditary 
taint, has had Eczema of both lids of the left 
eye, extending sparsedly over the forehead, 
during the past six weeks; has been treated 
during that time without benefit. 


April 27, ’69. Ordered scabs to be thoroughly 
rubbed with tepid water three times daily, and 
a solution of carbolic acid in olive oil, three 
grains to the ounce, to be applied freely, after 
each bathing, the parts to be covered witha 
thin piece of old muslin, three grains of sul- 
phite of soda to be given every four hours in 
milk. 

April 29th.. Child seems no better, and re- 
fused the soda. Ordered the quantity of car- 
bolic acid to be doubled, omit the powder ; the 


‘child has been scratching the eyelids ; they are 


now completely closed; she frets and cries 
most all the time. 

May ist. Was called early this morning; 
find my patient no better, except perhaps a 
little abatement of the swelling in the lids. 
The other eye is becoming affected; ordered 
the carbolic acid increased to ten grains to the 
ounce of oil, and the cloth to be kept con- 
stantly saturated with the mixture. Did not 
see her again until May 4th; found her very 
remarkably improved; directed the dressing 
to be continued until all. the swelling disap 
pears and the skin becomes clean and quite 
smooth. 

May 9. I and Dr. A. were driving down 
Portland Avenue this evening, and called to 
see Laura B. She is now quite well; there is 
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slight injection of the ocular conjunctiva.of the 
left eye, not enough to require any attention 
beyond cold bathing. I told her mother to re- 
port soon, if the eye did not improve satisfac- 
torily. Iheard no more from her until one 
day last week, when her mother brought her 
intosee me. She was then perfectly well. 
Mrs. B. expressed her gratitute very warmly, 
and confirmed it before leaving the office by 
placing into my hand a certain amount of that 
article which is said to be the “‘root of all 
evil,”’ it was chiefly of a greenish hue, and had 
across stamped upon its back. Iam confident 
that it was bestowed in a sense of Christian 
duty. 
REMARKS. 

It will be observed that sulphite of sodawas 
ordered in all these cases, but was not taken 
to any considerable extent by case No. 2; and 
not at all by case No.3. Yet they all recov- 
ered. It may be, that they would have re- 
covered much sooner had they taken it, in 
fact I believe they would, because, I conceive 
that fermentative processes in the lower part 
of the stomach and bowels, are almost as con- 
stant as the eruption, in eczematous and im- 
petigenous forms of disease. 

Ihave treated eczema, with the sulphite 
alone, administered per viam longam, and ap- 
plied externally at the same time, with good 
results, but the carbolic acid treatment is the 
most satisfactory mode with which I have any 
acquaintance, because, 1st. It soothes the irri- 
tation ; 2nd. It relieves pain and itching ; 3d. 
It acts speedily, in many cases effecting a com- 
plete cure in from eight to twelve days. 

4th. The irritative action of the atmos- 
phere is overcome without the use of cotton 
butting, or oiled silk, which is not only very 
difficult to retain upon an uneven surface, but 
often times proves a source of great inconve- 
nience to the patient. 

I have selected these three cases as the sub- 
ject of my paper, because Eczema is often a 

ery obstinate disease, and because these 
cases, at any rate, two of them, show, in a 
most satisfactory manner, that carbolic acid is 

of great value as a curative agent, and I think 
where there is an indication for an anti-septic, 
astringent and sedative agent, combined in { 
one substance, that carbolic acid is the remedy 
par excellence. 





—— Assistant Surgeon Gillespie is detached 
tom the Mare Island Navy Yard, and ordered 
0 the Mohican. 
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PERTUSSIS. 
By E. W. Seymour, M. D., 
Of Junction City, Kansas, 


Whooping-cough is a disease, the pathology 
of which has not as yet been definitely made 
out. But that it is a disease of the nervous 
system particularly affecting the pneumogas- 
tric and vagus nerves seems to be generally 
conceded, and that it is an opprobrium medici, 
witness the long list of remedies proposed for 
its cure, and the number of deaths annually 
reported from this cause alone and its compli- 
cations. 

In the present article, I do not propose to 
offer anything new, as to its pathology, but 
will relate frem memory two instances of 
sequel of the disease, which go to show its 
powerful influence over the nervous system, 
and also I have to present a remedy, which 
seems to me to be the long-sought desideratum 
for its cure. 

While living in Ohio, a few years ago, I be- 
came acquainted with a boy, 22 years of age, 
who arrested my attention from several marked 
charaeteristics ; his mind apparently being un- 
developed, and incapable of becoming so in a 
great degree; and while his bodily stature 
was that of a man, his cranium was very small, 
and seemed to have ceased growing in child- 
hood, while the rest of the head, the face, &c., 
had grown, thus giving them an unseemly, 
prominent appearance. Being quite interested 
in the youth, I made the acquaintance of his 
mother, and from her learned the following 
facts: At the age of 6 or7 years, he had an 
attack of severe, uncomplicated whooping- 
cough, which was very hard and persistent, 
continuing for several months without abate- 
ment. 

But eventually he recovered or wore it out, 
but since that time his head has ceased to 
grow, and the little hat he then wore, his 
mother still keeps, and it fits him. perfectly 
yet. (I am sorry that I did not take the meas- 
urements, but as I did not, I cannot give 
them). His general health since has been ro- 
bust, and all his bodily functions have been 
perfectly performed ; but not so with his men- 
tal ones. At the time of the attack, he was 
able to read a little, but since then has for- 
gotten it entirely; and though he has been 
under the care of various and competent 
teachers, it has been utterly inspossible for 
him to acquire much knowledge, or anything 
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akin to it. Still his memory for natural events 
seems to be perfect, as, should he see an acro- 
bat perform or a horse run away, he will de- 
scribe it perfectly years afterward; but should 
he learn his letters he forgets them the next 
day. He can describe his father’s house and 
its location, but cannot remember its number 
in the street. And so with a good memory 
for natural events, he seems to have no capa- 
bility for acquiring, what might be called 
artificial knowledge, i. e., such as is generally 
derived from books. His moral nature is like- 
wise singularly affected, for he has become 
that vara avis, a perfect specimen of negative 
virtue. He sins not, because he cannot. Has 
apparently no power of learning anything bad 
or wrong. Goes to no bad places, not from 
principle, but from instinct; and though he 
should be with swearing men for a year ata 
time, seems not to be able to acquire the 
power or habit of using oaths. His usual | 
utterance of words is indistinct, but he talks | 
intelligibly and connectedly ; is regular in his 
attendance on public worship and Sunday 
school, though probably he does not under- 
stand a word of what he hears there. 

This sketch of his case is necessarily imper- | 
fect, as I took no written notes of it, but is | 
very interesting, as showing the powerful re- | 
sult the whooping cough may have upon the | 
human system. 

The next case is that of a child of a year | 
old, who, though the attack of the cough was 
light and of short duration, commenced imme- 
diately to lose its incisor teeth and all at once. 
The nutrition of the teeth was impaired and 
they commenced gradually to decay, beginning 
at the incisive edge of the crown; first the 
enamel would soften off and then the dentine 
would assume a grayish green hue and become 
of the consistence of hard cheese, and when 
extracted, each root had a large pulpy ulcer, 
which had shut off the nutrient vessels and 
must have been excesively painful. In no 
other way can I account for the sudden prema- 
ture decay of teeth in a child so young, than as 
a sequela of whooping cough. 

And now fer the treatment. In the younger 
days of my practice I had lost several cases of 
this disease, chiefly through: complications 
with convulsions and encephalitis, and have 
since thought that whoever would discover a 
sure remedy for this disease would be a pub- 

lic benefactor and save the lives of thousands 
' ofthe innocents. The chestnut leaves are at 








present much vaunted as a cure in some por- 


[Vol. xxi. 


tions of the country, but as they don’t grow 
in this portion of Kansas, I have had no op- 
portunity of trying them. I recollect in a 
former epidemic in the east hearing several 
gentlemen relating their experience, as to the 
efficiency of red-clover tea (trifolium pretense) 
in this disease, and as these gentlemen were 
all of reliable character and good judgment, 
though not medical men, I resolved to try it, 
should an opportunity offer. 

But none has offered until this spring, and 
we are now in the midst of an epedemic of the 
disease. A trial of the clover occurred to my 


mind, but alas, in Kansas, red-clover at present . 


is as scarce as silver is for currency, and so I 
bethought myself of a substitute. The odor- 
ous, active principle of clover and of tonka 
beans, I thought must be identical, and so re- 
solved to try the latter. I did so by making a 
decoction of the beans sliced, and adminstered 
to the patient ad libitum, and was astonished 
and surprised to see that in a very short time 
the disease was modified and not long after 
stopped. I have used the same’ medicine in 
several instances since, and in all save one, 
with the following result. If the case is a re- 
cent one, the spasmodic character of the cough 
but just commenced, it is mitigated on the 
second day, and entirely disappears on the 
third or fourth day. Ifthe cough is of longer 
duration and has become more firmly estab- 


| lished, it takes much longer, but a marked ef- 


fect is manifest in a week at longest in any of 
the cases I have had. In the exceptional 
case, I have mentioned, the tonka bean had 
the same result as in the others, and the cough 
had nearly disappeared when the father in- 
sisted on the child being yaccinated, and as 
the arm grew sore the cough returned, but 
was again allayed by the beans. 

With the beans asa remedy I am highly 
pleased, but have no doubt, but that, if I pos- 
sessed the coumabin, its active principle, I 
should find it much more efficacious and prompt 
in its results, and hope that others will give it 
a trial and report its result in their hands. 


THE NATURAL CHEMISTRY OF PHY- 
SIOLOGY. 


By J. H. Griscom, M. D., 
Of New York. 

One branch of the New York Academy of. 
Medicine is the “Section of Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women and Children,” which 
meets monthly, at the residence of its Presi- 
dent, Dr. Mark Blumenthal, and discusses pro- 
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fessional subjects vigorously. Atthe meeting 
held last May, the following paper was pre- 
sented by Dr. JoHN H. GRiscom : 

The Natural Chemistry of Physiology is of 
course understood to be the true basis of cor- 
poreal organization, the difference of the nu- 
merous animal tissues being dependent upon 
their varied compositions. The same prin- 
ciple is also applicable to the numerous secre- 
tory functions, the healthful operation of each 
being dependent upon the normal composi- 
tion of the materials included in the functional 
operations. The privation of any one or more 
of the numerous materials devoted to the 
structure, or the presence of some abnormal 
materials, necessarily produces derangement 
of the functions, which we designate disease.— 
One of the most frequent sources of organic 
and functional disturbances, and of the priva- 
tion of the vigor and soundness of many of the 
functions, is the deficient chemical composi- 
tion of the tissues concerned therein, frequently 
resulting in abnormal tissues, and the develop- 
ment of unnatural secretions. 

The irritation and diseased condition of 
various structures is necessarily the conse- 
quence thereof, and the amendments thereof 
depend upon the chemical correction of the 
fluid and solid tissues. Diseases of the skin, 
such as furuncles, carbuncles, erysipcelas, urti- 
caria, eczema, and many others, are almost 
wholly attributable to the chemical derange- 
ment of the nutritious sanguineous fluid. Un- 
der these circumstances, the internal structures 
being deprived, to a certain extent, of the 
composition which is required for the perfect 
operation essential to good health, to the de- 
velopment of tissues and secretions, and cor- 
rectness of functions, these normal operations 
being thus impaired, the materials thereby re- 
tained are submitted to the high temperature 
of the organization, and necessarily undergo 
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Many other diseases are also well known to 
result from the absorption into the circulation 
JSrom without of certain poisonous influences, 
which thereby cause derangements, very often 
fatal. Of this class of disorders a few marked 
illustrations are Scarlatina, Small Pox, Typhus 
Fever, Yellow Fever, Cholera, and Syphilis, 
which are the results of the presence in the 
circulation of certain foreign influences pro- 
ductive of deranged chemico-physiologic pow- 
ers. The applicability of some means for the 
arrestation and prevention of the decomposi- 
tion of the tissues and secretions, and thereby 
enabling all the functions to remain normal, 
and assisting them to perform their requisite 
duties, is of course of great importance, and it 
is one of the most happy results of the intelli- 
‘gence and faithfulness of many medical prac- 
titioners, that many articles of the materia 
medica have proved useful for said purpose. 

In no other common disorder than the sub 
ject of this section’s present consideration, 
viz: Diarrheea,is the capacity of certain arti- 
cles of the materia medica more markedly 
successful, although the therapeutic influence 
of the articles now generally employed there- 
for, were almost wholly accidently discovered, 
not being based on chemical science. 

In this particular disorder, and also in 
almost all others derived from zymotic causes, 
it is a very felicitous circumstance that we are 
now in possession of a means for the arresta- 
tion of the influence of nearly all those abnor- 
mal and poisonous influences. The antiseptic 
and disinfectant powers of several chemical 
materials by their application to very numer- 
ous animal and vegetable compounds which 
undergo decomposition and fermentation when 
exposed to the atmosphere, and especially to 
the heat of dwellings and the high tempera- 
ture of the sun, have long been appreciated 
and used for the purpose by external applica- 
tions ; and of these antiseptic properties it is 





more or less decomposition and fermentation, 
thereby giving rise to abnormal chemical con- | 
stituents, which being innutritious are neces- 
sarily poisonous, and being absorbed into the 
circulation give bad results in very numerous 
modes, thereby causing a large proportion of 
well known complaints. 


It is therefore a great desideratum to have- 
some means whereby the decomposition of 
the internal matters referred to, may be pre- 
vented, and vicious influences thereof upon 
other tissues avoided, even where the foul 
substances have been absorbed into the blood. 


a very happy circumstance that there are some 
| materials equally useful for the prevention of 
| the same effects in the inferior of the human 
| organization, by introduction therein. 
| Of the antiseptic materials long known as 
' valuable for external use, there are a few 
| which have been used internally for very 
numerous reasons, and found equally useful in 
both applications, viz: carbolic acid, pure 
carbon, sulphurous acid and nitrous acid. Of 
the first named article, very numerous illustra- 
tions of its hygienic powers, both in surgical 
and other occasions, have been reported, but 
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of the sulphurous acid its long and well known 
antiseptic property has been ascertained to be 
remarkably useful in many internal diseases 
and with that my own experience has been 
most abundantly and happily successful. 

In every case of diseases resulting from zy- 
motic causes, which have fallen under my 
care and responsibility during the past five 
years, also a considerable number which, in 
general, are not attributable to that source, 
the use of this particular article has, without 
an exception, proved to be hygienic in the or- 
ganization, not only suspending the functional 
disturbance, but also restoring the normal and 
healthy condition, and thereby removing 
almost all symptoms of disease. 

In nearly all the disorders heretofore named, 
and also in dyspepsia, cholera infantum, cho- 
lera morbus, diarrhoea, dysentery, and inter- 
mittent fever, the corrective influence of sul- 
phurous acid has manifested itself almost in- 
variably, and its combination with the other 
therapeutic agents which have been the basis 
of treatment for a long time, has greatly aided 
them therein, though, in most instances, it 
alone has proved fully effective. 

The form of administration of this remedy 
which alone I have used, is that of the sulphite 
of soda, which, when inserted into the diges- 
tive organ, very probably undergoes decompo- 
sition, and thereby both the articles of its 
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Medical Societies. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF W. VIRGINIA. 

This Society met at Clarksburg, on Thursday, 
June 2, President H. W. Brook, of Morgantown, in 
the chair. The session opened with prayer by Rev. 
Wade. The President delivered his address on 
“The duty of the physician to make the practice of 
his profession the chief business of his life,”—able 
and interesting. 

Dr. Bowcock, of Clarksburg, and Dr. Huskill, of 
West Liberty, were elected members. An essay on 
“‘ Medical Fraternity” was read by Dr. Ramsay. 

Dr. Ramsay reported an interesting cure by elec- 
tricity of amaurosis. A resolution to divide the 
State into four districts with two members in. each 
to report on the medical botany of the State was 
adopted. Dr. Ramsay reported a fee bill, which 
was recommitted. A resolution to memorialize the 
Legislature to appoint a State Geologist was adopted. 
An election resulted—President, J. W. Ramsay; V. 
Presidents, Dr. Hildreth, of Wheeling; Dr. Bron- 
son, of Upshur; Dr. Cooper of Wellsburg; Trea- 
surer, Dr. J. C. Hupp, of Wheeling; Secretary, Dr. 
Lazell, of Fairmont; Board of Censors, Drs. Bates, 
Borkebile, Brock, Baird, Allen, Legge and Camp- 
bell. 

The meeting in 1870 will be held at Parkersburg. 
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composition, viz., the acid and the alkali, 
exert a corrective influence upon all tissues | 
and secretions with which they come in contact. 

Of the immediate influence of this article 
upon the subject of our present consideration 
(Diarrhcea), I have very recently had evidence 
in two cases, one a child two years of age, the 
other a lady near sixty. 

In both cases a single dose of soda sulphis, 

_in the former five grains, in the latter twenty- 
four grains, caused immediate suspension of 
the symptoms and a complete restoration of 
health in forty-eight hours, by a few repeti- 
tions of it. In another recent very serious 
case of typhoid fever, a lady of thirty years of | 
age, whom I saw in consultation after about 
four weeks illness, and of which disease the | 
family physician had asserted certain fatality, 
the administration of this article, which I sug. 
gested, was followed with a complete restora- 
tion of health ia a fortnight. 

In two cases of Scarlatina also, this spring 
equally successful results were produced in a 
very short time by the same remedy, admin- 
istered in combination with febrifuges and | 
other remedies appropriate to the peculiar 






































































































































symptoms of each case. 
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THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Society was held 
at Binghampton, on the 11th ultimo, at half-past one 
o'clock P. M. Dr. S. H. French, in the chair. 

The President announced the special order of 
business, that of reporting cases occuring in the 
practice of members. 

Dr. Crafts made mention of a case of membranous 
croup, at present under his care apparently doing 
well. 

Dr. Freeman stated the peculiarities of a case of 
oblique inguinal hernia, in which the hypodermic in- 


jection of sulphate of morphine was very effectual in 


assisting the reduction. 
Dr. J. G. Orton presented the report of a case of 


| ovarian dropsy, of two years’ duration, in which he 


had performed the operation of ovariotomy, remov- 

ing a tumor and its contents weighing twenty-seven 

pounds. Complete and rapid recovery followed. 
Dr. L. D. Witherill reported a case of opium poi- 


soning, in which the administration of belladonna 
appeared to have a controlling influence ; the patient 
recovered. 


Dr. S. H. French 2d, reported a fatal case of 


opium poisoning, ia which belladonna had been used 


to DO purpose. 
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Dr. J. H. Chittenden also reported a similar case. 

Dr. J. C. Edson reported a case of hydrocele of 
very large size. Operation successful. 

Dr. L. Griffin presented the minutes of an inter- 
esting case of cystic disease, in which he had been 
called in counsel. 

Dr. S. H. Harrington reported a case of an exten- 
sive incised wound of the knee joint. 

Dr. J. G. Orton, as Secretary, read a communica- 
tion which he had solicited from Dr. L. H. Allen, of 
Owego, descriptive of a very rare, interesting and 
instructive case of fatty degeneration of tLe liver, of 
the waxy variety, occurring in a child of only five 
months of age. 


THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF 
: MEDICINE. 

We clip from a New York daily paper the follow- 
ing in reference to the meeting of the New York 
Academy of Medicine, held on the evening of the 
17th. 

Dr. STEPHEN ROGERS read a paper on 

SUMMER MORTALITY. 

The Doctor prefaced his paper by remarking that 
there was always a marked and startling increase of 
mortality in large cities during the hot seasons of the 
year, and it was important to the medical profession 
to look into the causes of this increase. He then 
proceded to read some statistics, the summing up of 
which showed that while his assumption no doubt 
held good in reference to New York, it was not true 
of either London or Paris; in both of which cities 
the death rate is greatest during the cold months. 
He then proceded to remark that it was really not 
so much a uniformily high temperature as a sydden 
increase of temperature which produced marked 
aftal results, and even this was only the case when 
such an increase was upon an original temperature 
of about 80 degrees Fahrenheit. The most obvious 
form in which such fatal results were apparent was 
that of sun stroke, upon which the Doctor proceeded 
to dilate at considerable length, but without present- 
ing anything particularly new in reference thereto, 
except to propound the somewhat startling theories 
that whereas the human body is much cooler un- 
clothed than clothed, therefore, it would be best for 
all persons during the hot weather to wear as little 
clothing as the laws of society will permit, and, 
Secondly, that ice-water is an excellent means of 
producing coolness, its use in unlimited quantities 
must be beneficial to over-heated humanity. Most 
of the remainder of the paper was devoted to a dis- 
quisition on the clothing and feeding of babies, in 
which Dr. Rogers discountenanced the use of flan- 
nels as clothing for infants, and recommended, when 
the milk of the mother proved insufficient, either in 
quantity or quality, for the proper nourishment of 
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the child, unadulterated cow’s milk alone should be 
used as a substitute. At the close of the paper, Drs. 
Post and GARRISH madesome remarks, both taking 
pretty strong ground against nearly all of Dr. RoG- 
ERS’s position. The Academy then adjourned for 
two weeks. 


— 


CENTRAL NEW YORK MEDICAL AS- 
SOCIATION. 

The second annual meeting of the Central New 
York Medical Association was held at Rochester, 
June 16th. 

The following gentlemen are the officers of the 
Association: President, E. M. Moore, Rochester ; 
Vice Presidents, Alfred Boultre and Samuel West ; 
Secretary, T. S. Brinkerhoff; Secretary pro. tem., 
Edward Hull ; Treasurer, Alfred Mercer. 

Dr. Wm. T. Plant, of Onondaga, read a paper 
upon the “ Ordeal Bean of Old Calabar.” 

Dr. Edward Hali, of Cayuga, read a paper on 
“Double Uterus,” relating several very interesting 
cases in his own practice, and referring to leading 
authorities upon the subject. 

Dr. Samuel Weed, of Wayne,read an essay upon 
“The use of ice as a therapeutic agent.” 

A paper on Asthenopia, was read;by Dr. E. M. 
Curtiss, of Oswego. “He discussed the diagnosis and 
pathology of the condition of the eye in full. , 

Dr. Didama offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That all papers approved by the Publication 
Committee be approved by the Secretary for publication 
in any respectable medical journals which he may select, 
with the understanding that due credit is to be given to 
the authors and the Association. 

The President, Dr. E. M. Moore, gave the Associa- 
tion a very practical and useful address on the rare 
accident, the “Colle’s Fracture,” giving full details 
of several cases which he was able to examine ana- 
tomically within a few hours after the injury was 
received. 

The Association adjourned to meet at Syracuse on 
the 3d day of December next. 


seen tall 
Care of Sick and Wounded Soldiers. 

Regret was expressed, according to the Cor- 
respondence de Berlin, that the United States 
was not represented at the International 
Conference held at Berlin, relative to the care 
of wounded soldiers in time of war, and a 
member of the Prussian committee proposed 
a resolution, which passed unanimously, ex- 
pressive of their regret that no delegate from 
the United States was present, and instructing 
the committee to send the report and particu- 
lars of their sessions to the United States 
Government, and to the various societies for 
| the care of wounded soldiers. 
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Periscope. 
Fracture of the Scapula. 

E. E. CoLEMAN, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo., con- 
tributes the following case to the Med. Archives, 
June, 1869 : 

On December 19, 1867, I was called to see Mrs. 
P., et. 53, of delicate frame and nervous tempera. 
ment, who, while stooping, in the act of making a 
fire, was struck on the shoulder with such force by a 
piece of plaster falling from the ceiling, as to pros_ 
trate her on the floor, from which she was unable to 
rise, until assisted by her children, by whom she was 
placed in bed, where, on my arrival, I found her in 
a very excited condition, and complaining of excru- 
ciating pain whenever she attempted to move. 

On examination I found, with much contusion of 
the soft parts, a fracture of the body of the scapula, 
extending through the spine, about an inch anda 
half from its lower extremity, for which I applied the 
usual dressing, in such cases, of compress and roller 
around the chest, and fixing the’ arm so as to immo- 
bilize the parts. The case progressed satisfactorily 
for several weeks, when the bandages causing such 
excoriation of the axilla as to necessitate a different 
form of dressing, I contrived an appliance which, 
upon trial, I found to obviate the inconveniences of 
the roller, while it met all the indications, and was 
much more simple. This consisted merely of a form 
of “ waist,’ made of three thicknesses of muslin to 
give it firmness and strength, and laced over each 
shoulder, and under the arm of the side opposite the 
injury, in such manner as to make it fit perfectly 
tight by lacing. This, as stated, answered an ad- 
mirable purpose; she could wear it with comfort, 
ina few days its eflects were well marked, and the 
case progressed favorably until a firm bony union 
was secured. I have since used the same appliance 
for fractures of the ribs, and found it equally effica_ 
cious. I also exhibited a specimen of it before the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society, of this city, the members 
of which were favorably impressed with it, and ex- 
pressed their determination to use it. 

But an interesting phase of the case now com- 
mences From the long-continued immobility of 
the parts there was a false or partial anchylosis of 
both the shoulder and elbow joints. This I endea- 
vored to overcome by passive motion, and, even 
under the influence of chloroform, with but partial 
. success. She was unable to straighten the arm, and 
was barely able to get the hand to her head by car- 
rying the arm forward. She was unable to elevate 
the elbow in a line with the body, and an effort to 
raise it by force caused her much pain. On the 10th 


| of April, 1869, while coming down stairs, she missed 
| her footing, and fell a distance of thirteen steps of 
eight inches rise each. In her efforts to save the af- 
fected side, she instinctively threw out her arms, and 
received the force of the fall on the opposite side. 
Of course she was considerably jarred by the fall, 
somewhat bruised, and no little frightened. I was 
sent for immediately, and being apprised of the 
nature of her fall before I left my office, expected to 
find some serious injury, possibly a re-fracture of the 
same scapula. Before I arrived, she herself had 
made up her mind for another six months’ suffering 
But, upon examination, I not only found that she 
had received no fracture, but that she had recovered 
complete use of her “lame arm.”” Her accident had 
accomplished, in a moment, that which I had unsuc- 
cessfully attempted for fourteen months. Except 
from the few contusions she had received, no pain or 
inconvenience followed. 


Anomalous Accouchement. 

Dr. Wo. J. BurRGE, M. D., of Atchinson Kansas, 
reports the following case to the Leavenworth Medi- 
cal Herald: 

Mrs. C., a well-formed, healthy woman, primipara, 
vet. 20, called me at 8 A. M., April 5th, 1869. I 
found her in the first stage of labor, and in excellent 
condition, but as the pains reoccurred only about 
once in ten minutes, I anticipated a tedious case, and 
left the house promising to return at noon. 

At 12 M.I found my patient progressing favor- 
ably; presentation natural (vertex); os dilatable ; 
pains fmore frequent, and no apparent reason for 
much delay. After watching the case until 4 P. M., 
and discovering no perceptible advance, I went home 
to dinner—my patient being but afew steps from my 
residence. Returning at 5 P. M., everything seemed 
encouraging ; pains at intervais of two minutes, and 
some progress. Soon after this time the contractions 
of the uterus. became violent, of short duration, and 
almost incessant. At 9 P.M. the character of the 
pains continuing as just stated, I commenced giving 
chloroform, which was very acceptable to the pa- 
tient, although not pushed to the point of unconcious- 
ness. All night long this state of things continued. 
I was astonished at the slow advance of the child, as 
there seemed to be no material impediment. The 
general condition of the woman exhibited no indica- 
tion for interference. At 2A. M. I ruptured the 
membranes, and at 4 A. M. the head was born.— 
There were two turns of cord around the neck, and 
it was with some difficulty that I removed them. At 
the next contraction, with some assistance in the way 
of traction, the child was born. It was a fine large 
boy. I thought he was dead, but in a minute or two 
he showed signs of life, and soon thoroughly revived. 
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I stopped giving chloroform, though the mother had 
been concious all the time. Everybody present (the 
mother not excepted) was delighted. I gave imme- 
diately fluid extract secale cornutum 3 j, and waited 
rather more than half an hour. Then as pain came 
on, I attempted to deliver the placenta by means of 
gentle traction on the cord with my left hand, while 
with my right index finger I tried in vain to reach 
the distal extremity of the cord. With no warrant- 
able amount of force could I succeed. Resting a few 
moments longer, and finding my patient losing as I 
thought too much blood, I determined to extract it. 
On introducing the hand gradually into the uterus, 
I grasped about half the diameter of the placenta 
(centrally), and just above this came upon a bundle 
of cords which passed up through a firm ring which 
was about an inch in diameter and perfectly unyield- 
ing. Finding it impossible to extract the whole pla- 
centa, I concluded to bring away as much as I 
could: so following down one by one the cords or 
bundle of vessels above mentioned, till I reached a 
point where I could break them, I detached them one 
by one and extracted the principal bulk of the after- 
birth. The womb contracted in such a manner that 
there was no further hemerrhage. It seems to have 
been a case of complete * encasement” of the pla- 
centa, and I suspect this condition obtained during 
the greater part of the labor, which, to my mind, ex- 
plains the character of the pains, and the slow pro- 
gress of the child. I believe the deuble turn of the 
cord around the child’s neck, drew upon the placenta 
(which was attached to the fundus) in such a man- 
ner as to cause violent irregular contractions of the 
uterus until the vessels of the placenta at the place of 
constriction were fairly dissected cut, forming a 
mere bundle of cords. I remained by my patient 
more than an hour, and finding tbat she continued 
comfortable and in good condition, went home and 
lay down to rest. An hour and a half afterwards I 
Was summoned in haste to see her. I found her 
palid, pulseless, with blue lips, restless and breathing 
with difficulty. I grasped the uterus and found it 
well contracted. Examined instantly and found 
no flooding. One of the women remarked that she 
had examined before I came, and she had not bled 
any. She was perfectly concious. I commenced 
feeding her with whisky. It was no use, for in ten 
minutes she was dead. No post-mortem coula be 
obtained. I think she died from mere exhaustion, 
loss of vital energy produced ly the protracted labor. 
No medicine whatever was administered during the 
progress of this case, except the chloroform and ergot 
as mentioned. 


Treatment of Tetanus by Large Doses of Qui- 
2 


ine, 
Mr. HAYNES WALTON, physician to St. Mary’s 
Hospital, reports in the Medical Times and Gazette 
for Nov. 14, 1868, p. 558, a case of Tetanus healed 
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by the administration of quinine in large doses. It 
is onein which well marked symptoms of trauma 
tic tetanus, following an extensive burn in an adult, 
gradually diminished in intensity, and finally disap- 
peared, after the internal administration of quinine, 
in large doses. 

Henry W., aged 28, a telegraph man, was admit- 
ted into St. Mary’s Hospital, under the care of Mr. 
Haynes Walton, on March 4, 1868. He was suffer- 
ing from severe burns of both thighs, both hands 
and right arm, caused by the explosion of a naphtha 
lamp. Dressings of carron oil were first ap- 
plied over the injured surface, and afterwards, 
when the suppuration became very profuse and 
foetid, poultices of linseed meal and charcoal. The 
man was placed on ordinary diet with the addition 
of six ounces of port wine, and two grains of qui- 
nine with ten minims of tincture of steel were ad- 
ministered three times during the day. 

Twelve days after the accident (March 16) the pa- 
tient complained of some difficulty in opening his 
mouth. Five grains of calomel were immediately 
prescribed. The following day the mouth was 
firmly and almost constantly closed ; there was also 
some stiffness in the cervical muscles, but nothing 
of the kind was complained of as affecting other 
parts of the body. The man was now ordered to 
take sulphate of quinine in ten grain doses three 
times a day, and also six ounces of port wine and 
four ounces of brandy. At night twenty minims of 
laudanum were administered. 

For ten days, from the 17th to the 26th of March, 
the man continued in much the same condition. 
The pulse was weak, and varied from 108 to 120. 
He suffered much pain, had violent spasms, and got 
but very little sleep. On March 27, the eleventh 
day after the supervention of the tetanic symptoms, 
he began to improve; the teeth could be separated to 
the extent of a quarter of an inch, and the spasms 
became less violent. After March 31, the fifteenth 
day, he had no severe spasm. He was up and 
moving about the ward on April 16, and was dis- 
charged as cured on May 9, having been detained 
in the hospital by an attack of erysipelatous inflam- 
mation invading the wound on the right arm. 

During the administration of the quinine, which 
was continued as long as the severer tetanic symp- 
toms were present, the man did not present any 
sign of cinchonism. 


Aphasia. 

Henry MANSLEY, M. D., London, Physician to 
the West London Hospital, etc., etc., in an article 
concering aphasia published in The Lancet, for Dec. 
5th, 1868, p. 721, argues at length against what he 
terms the “fanciful theory” of M. Broca. The 
purport of his objections may be gathered from his 
remarks upon the physiology of language, as follows : 

I shall begin by asking whether the advocates of 
Broca’s theory have really considered what they defi- 
nitely mean by it. For my part, I find it impossi- 
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ble to understand, nor can I satisfy myself that they 
themselves understand clearly what they mean by 
the faculty of speech. It is obvious that they do not 
intend to denote thereby the muscular acts into 
which states of consciousness are translated: they 
would hardly locate the muscular act in the poste- 
rior part of any convolution. They cannot surely 
mean the feelings and ideas of the mind which are 
translated outwards in speech; they would hardly 
* crib, cabin and confine” all the ideas and feelings 
in the fragment of a convolution. What, then, is 
that faculty of speech which they locate there? Hay- 
ing the ideas and the ideational centres which minis- 
ter to them, and the muscular acts and the motor 
centres from which they proceed, what other special 
faculty and nervous centre are required for the phe- 
nomena of speech? Broca and his followers seem 
to have deceived themselves by the creation of a 
wonderful metaphysical entity distinct from the 
phenomena, which they call a speech faculty, and 
locate in a portion of the third left frontal convolu- 
tion. Every idea of the mind is then supposed to be 
obliged to travel there from the most distant convo- 
lutions of both hemispheres, from the north and the 
south and the east and the west of the brain, to get 
itself spoken—translated into a muscular act of 
speech. In no other way can it get outward articu- 
late expression. But if this be so, it will be neces- 
Sary to suppose that nerve-fibres from all the idea- 
tional centres of all the convolutions converge to 
this particular convolution. We know that commu- 
nicating fibres, the radiating fibres of the cerebrum, 
do converge from all parts of the convolutions to the 
motor centres below ; but of any similar fibres con- 
verging to a particular convolution, we have not the 
shadow of any evidence. 

Now, the truth is that there is no more a special 
faculty of speech in the mind than there is a special 
faculty of dancing, or of writing, or of gesticulation. 
All the voluntary movements of the body may be 
called the outward expressions of ideas. The move- 
ments of the tongue have not a special kind of con- 
nexion with the mental processes, though their con- 
nexion is a very intimate one. Ifa person be dumb, 
he must use the muscles of some other part of the 
body to express his ideas, and he may use the mus- 
cles of any part that is capable of a variety of mo- 
tions ; these then become his language. A man may 
learn to write with his toes, but they are not so con- 
venient as the fingers for such purpose, and there- 
fore it is not worth while learning todo so. So with 
regard to speech : the tongue is the most convenient 
organ, because it is capable of such a great variety, 
delicacy and complexity of movement, and because 
its movements, in conjunction with those of the lips, 
modify sound, and thus make audible language. 
But because its muscular acts receive, on this ac- 
count, a special name—are called speech—they are 
not special in kind, and have not a more special fac- 
ulty in the mind than any other definate co-ordinate 
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movement has. Where would the advocates of 
Broca’s theory suppose that the faculty of nen-artic- 
ulate language of an intelligent deaf and dumb person 
was located? To what particular convolution would 
they assume that the ideas must travel in order to 
get themselves expressed in gesture language? Would 
they locate all the bodily movements in the convolu- 
tions ? 

But it may be that those who uphold Broca’s 
theory would argue that their favorite convolution 
is the seat, not of the ideas nor of the muscular acts 
of speech, but of the words in which ideas are 
clothed for expression. Have they, then, reflected 
seriously on what words are? A word is nothing 
more than the artificial mark of the muscular act of 
speech into which the idea is translated, and a name 
nothing more than a particular word appropriated 
to mark a certain idea, so that when heard or seen 
it may excite the same idea in our minds or a simi- 
lar idea in other minds. The name or word has no 
independent vitality; it is merely a conventional 
sign or symbol differing in different languages ; nor 
is it an indispensable instrument of thought. As the 
example of Laura Bridgman, who was deaf, dumb, 
and blind, proves, it is possible to think without 
words as well as to express thoughts without words. 
The two essential factors in intelligent speech are 
the idea and the motor act: the former having its 
seat in the grey matter of the convolutions ; the lat- 
ter proceeding from the nerve-centres of the motor 
nerves which go to the tongue and other muscles 
concerned in speech. The subordination of motor 
to ideational nerve-centre here is in conformity with 
the subordination of all other motor centres to the 
supreme ideational centres; and the muscular acts 
of speech proceed from their appropriate motor 
centres just as the muscular acts of a limb which 
is accomplishing some intelligent purpose proceed 
from its appropriate motor centres. To say that 
it is in names we think, and to make of the name 
an influential factor intervening between the idea 
and the muscular act of speech, is to mistake 
names for things; it is to substitute the barren 
and conventional sign which marks the idea either 
for the idea itself or for the means of its physical 
expression, which, as we shall see, do intervene ac- 
tively in the mental life. 





Paralysis of the Hypoglossal Nerve, followed 
by Sloughing of the Tongue. 


EDWARD BALLARD, M. D., reports in the Medi- 
ical Times and Gazette, for March 20th, 1869, page 
296, the following case, which, if not unique when 
the fact of recovery is taken in consideration, is al- 
together an instance of rare occurrence. The limita- 
tion of the disease is not the least extraordinary 
feature it possesses : 

On December 23d last, he was requested by Dr. 
Fergusson, of Claremont-square, to see with him a 
gentleman who had been suddenly attacked that day 
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with difficulty of articulation. He was 78 years of 
age, and, until within a few weeks of his attack, had 
never known what it was to be ili—eating and 
drinking heartily, and living tolerably freely. He 
had been under Dr. Fergusson’s care for a week or 
two on account of what appeared to be a neuralgic 
affection in the occipital region, attributed to ex- 
posure to a draught while traveling in a railway 
carriage. On the day in question he had been per- 
mitted to take a drive, and while away became all 
at once unable to articulate freely. He was seen in 
the evening. The principal symptoms were an in- 
ability to pronounce the lingual consonants; the 
labial consonants and all the vowels he managed 
very well. There was no drawing of the face, and 
he could pucker his lips readily. His pulse was 
quick ; but this might have been due to alarm. The 
tongue was protruded steadily, but slowly, and only 
to ashort distance beyond the teeth, inclining also 
to the right side. There was difficulty, too, in swal- 
lowing both solids and liquids; the attempt to swal- 
low solids seemed to agitate him. The act was 
performed with manifest effort, the face being dis- 
torted in the effort as it is when a person with a 
sore throat attempts to swallow. Still, the throat 
was not sore, and there was nothing abnormal about 
the fauces observable on inspection. He complained 
still of the pain extending from the nucha towards 
the occiput, chiefly op the right side. During the 
succeeding days, although he was supported with 
such nourishing liquids as he could be induced to 
swallow—strong beef-tea, soups, milk, etc., together 
with plenty of wine—his bodily powers steadily 
weakened, and a distressing cough added to his suf- 
ferings. He was unable to clear his throat of the 
mucus he coughed up, so that it hung about the 
fauces, rattling there until it was removed mechani- 
cally. The saliva also ran from his mouth, evidently 
because he could not swallow it. The pulse was 
never less than 98 or 100, and was weak aud com- 
pressible, The prognosis was most unfavorable. 

During the last few days of December, a fcetid 
odour was observed in the breath, and the tongue, 
flabby and insensible, lay crushed partially by the 
teeth on the right side of the mouth. 

On January ist, it was apparent that a great part 
of the organ was completely dead, and a line of 
separation having commenced, it was thought ad- 
visable to remove the dead portion with the scissors. 
More than half of the tongue was thus removed, no 
hemorrhage following. This operation gave him 
great relief, and certainly added to his comfort. The 
ulcerated surface was dressed daily by being painted 
With a solution of carbolic acid in glycerine. The 
pain in the back of the head had by this time nearly 
disappeared, the cough was better, and he gradually 
acquired greater facility in expectoration. 

On January 6, he had improved very much in 
every way. Although he had lost fleshconsiderably, 








Periscope. II 


he had felt sufficiently strong to sit upin a chair 
while his bed was made; he swallowed fluids with- 
out much effort, and he was free from pain. The 
wound of the tongue was clean, and the surface was 
beginning to heal. 

On February 26th he was vastly improved, was 
up, and had been out for a drive more than once; 
had regained his strength and natural plumpness, 
and had learned to swallow solids as well as liquids. 
He had dined that day upon boiled mutton. He 
articulated even the lingual consonants imperfectly, 
and there was no difficuly in understanding every- 
thing that he said. Still the saliva dropped from the 
right side of his mouth as he talked, compelling the 
constant use of his handkerchief. On examining 
the mouth, it was observable that the right side of 
the tongue was wanting as far back asthe paMtal 
arch, the root of the tongue forming a stump with a 
prolongation forwards ending in a rounded point on 
the left side. The death of the tongue was evidently 
not quite confined to the right side, but™ had extend- 
ed to the tip of the organ on both sides. 

The treatment he received was chiefly support 
with wine, brandy, and such food as he could swallow. 
The back of the neck was kept sore with blistering 
fluid. Bark and ammonia were given him during 
the period of the greatest depression, occasional aper- 
ients, and towards the latter end of the case he had 
bromide of potassium given him. 





The Diagnosis of Chancres. 
Dr. A. C. HAYNEs gives the following differential 
diagnosis of chancres in the Nashville Journal of 
Med. and Surg., culled from the best authorities. 


CONSTITUTIONAL CHANCRE. 


1. It has an incubation of about twenty-five days. 

2. It comes first from the direct application of the 
virus of a constitutional chancre. Second, from sec- 
ondary accidents in a secreting form. Third, some- 
times from the blood of a syphilitic person in the 
secondary period. 

3. It occurs most often alone. 

4. It will not inoculate itself on the individual who 
bears it, nor on a person who has the constitutional 
syphilis. 

5. It does not begin with a vesico-pustule, but by 
a simple erosion, and sometimes by a papule. 

6. The constitutional chancre presents itself under 
the form of a superficial ulceration with edges inj 
clined. This ulceration is covered, in part, by a 
false membrane, which resembles, in a very marked 
degree, the spawn of a frog. The borders are of a 
lively red, the form of the ulceration is generally 
regular; it suppurates a little. 

7. It is rarely painful. 

8. It is accompanied, ninety-nine times out of a 
hundred, by an induration at the base; elastic, 
chondroide induration, having no characters of in- 
flammatory induration. 
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9. The lymphatic ganglia in the neighborhood of 
the chancre become indurated and enlarged, hard 
and indolent, having no tendency to suppurate. 

10. The constitutional chancre produces but very 
little reaction; has a great tendency to heal; it ul- 
cerates but little, and seldom ever takes on the gan- 
grenous or phogedenic form; it has a very regular 
march. 

11. It is the first apparent manifestation of the 
syphilitic diathesis ; it.is then the sign of the general 
infection of the economy; we sometimes see the 
roseol, angine, &c., appear before its complete cicatri- 
zation. 

12. It belongs especially to the human family. 


LOCAL CHANCRE. 


J. It has no incubation. 

2. It comes from the contagion of a local chancre 
or a virulent bubo. 

3. It is generally multiple. 

4. It is inoculable, ad infinitum, to all individuals 
including the one who bears it. The pus from the 
suppurated bubo is inoculable only when it is viru- 

- lent. 

5. It begins with a vesico-pustule. 

6. Presents itself under the form of a deep ulcera- 
tion; the bottom is filled with a species of organic 
detritus mixed with pus. The borders are as if cut 
perpendicularly, separated from the adjacent parts. 

4. It is nearly always painful. 

8. The local chancre is generally accompanied by 
inflammatory induration, but never by specific indu- 
ration. 

9. It is nearly always accompanied by adenitis in 
a suppurating form, and sometimes furnishing inocu- 
lable pus. 

10. It is a very grave local lesion; has a very 
strong tendency to ulceration; very irregular in its 
march ; has no tendency to heal as the constitutional 
chancre; it sometimes takes on the phagedenic and 
gangrenous forms. 

11. It is purely a local accident ; has no connec- 
tion whatever with syphilis. 

12. Transmissible to some animal species. 


Inversion of the Uterus, With Treatment. 

Dr. James Blake, Professor of obstetrics and dis- 
eases of women and children, Toland Medical Col- 
lege, publishes the following case in the Pacific 
Med. and Surg. Jour., March, 1869. 

The following case of inversion of the uterus is 

interesting, I think, principally for the instruction it 
* affords for following a different line of treatment 
from that usually advised. 

Mrs. S., zt.. 22, was confined of her first child 
Sept. 27, 1868, after a labor which lasted twelve 
hours. The labor was stated to be natural, and as 
she resided in the country some miles from the resi- 
dence of her medical attendant, the child was born 


Periscope. 
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two hours before he arrived; and it is stated that 
after her labor she seemed to be getting on quite 
comfortably. The placenta not being delivered at 
the time of the arrival of the physician, efforts were 
made to bring ittaway. After these had been -con- 
tinued some fifteen or twenty minutes, the patient 
stated that she felt something give way, and almost 
immediately fainted. The physician then thought 
the head of a second child was coming, but I be- 
lieve soon recognized the nature of the tumor. The 
placenta which was adhering to the inverted uterus 
was removed. Its removal was followed by a great 
deal of flooding. Unsuccessful attempts were made 
to reduce the uterus. After five or six hours another 
physician was called in, and an attempt was again 
made at reduction, but owing to the prostration of 
the patient had to be discontinued, as manipulation 
of the uterus increased the hemorrhage. After 
twenty-four hours, the patient having partially ral- 
ried, a persistent attempt to replace the uterus was 
made under the influence of chloroform, but failed. 

On the 29th a messenger was dispatched to San 
Francisco to request me to go up to the case, but as 
he could not directly find me, another physician re- 
turned with him. The next day the patient was 
kept under the influence of chloroform for three 
hours whilst attempts were made to reduce the 
uterus, but without success. They had to be dis- 
continued on account of convulsions coming on, and 
for two hours the patient was so prostrated that she 
was expectedto die. The inversion was pronounced 
as irreducible. Three or four days after this last at- 
tempt I was again sent for, but on account of pro- 
fessional engagements I was unable to leave the 
city, besides which, on hearing the history of the 
case, I concluded that the best time for attempting 
reduction would be in the third week after labor, at 
atime when the process of involution is going on 
miost rapidly; and as all hemorrhage had ccased and 
the patient was comparatively comfortable, I advised’ 
the friends to wait until that time, every means he- 
ing used in the meantime to restore the strength. 

On the 22d of Oct. I visited the patient, and found 
her general health in a most satisfactory state. On 
vaginal examination, I found the uterus inverted, 
about the size of a large turkey egg, and wholly con- 
tained within the vagina. After the rectum and 
bladder had been emptied the patient was placed 
under the influence of chloroform, and the uterus 
was reduced in thirty minutes. An india rubber 
ball pessary will dilated was introduced into the 
uagina and retained for twenty-four hours. The 
recovery was rapid and perfect. Three days after 
the reduction she was sitting up, and in a week was 
walking about. Menstruation occurred in five 
weeks, and has recurred regularly ever since. She 
is in fact perfectly well. 

The method I used was that advised by Dr. 
EmMET of New York, andto itI attribute ina 
On introdne- 
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ing the hand into the vagina the fingers were carried 
up tothe neck of the tumor. 
groove or sulcus was found, caused by the inversion 
not having entirely obliterated the leowr part of the 
cervix. Into this groove, the points of the first 
three fingers were introduced and separated in dif- 
ferent directions, so as to stretch the ring which sur- 
rounded the neck of the tumor, the body of the uterus 
lying in the palm of the hand and being slightly com- 
pressed by the thumb and little finger. After a few 
minutes the constricting ring began to-yield, and 
the groove around the upper part of the tumor be- 
came deeper, and as above stated, in thirty minutes 
complete reduction was made. 

From the facility with which reduction was effected 
after it had existed more than three weeks, there 
can, I think, be no doubt but that the treatment 
pursued was the right one, although it is not that 
universally advised in our systematic works on the 
subject, where it is stated that the difficulties of reduc- 
tion increase in proportion to the length of time 
during which the uterus remains inverted, andwe 
are advised to use every means that our patient can 
stand short of sacrificing life, in order to effect im- 
mediate reduction. My own opinion is, that in those 
cases in which reduction cannot be performed im- 
mediately or within a few minutes after the accident 
takes piace, the best time for effecting it is that 
which I have pointed out, or about three weeks after 
delivery. The fact that the altered position of the 
uterus does not in the least interfere with the pro- 
cess of involution—as it takes places after delivery— 
is interesting, and is not what have been supposed 
a priori to have been the case. I had, however, 
learned that such was the fact from a case I saw 
some years ago, but in which reduction was not at- 
tempted. There can be no doubt that where the ac- 
cident is at once detected, immediate efforts at re- 
duction are generally advisable, but a very short 
time is enough to produce a congested state of the 
uterus, and a contraction of the fibres about the 
neck, which frequently oppose an insurmountable 
obstacle to reduction. Fortunately, when this is the 
case, the hemorrhage can generally be checked by 
cold or the application of strong styptics, and by 
keeping the patient on her back and restoring the 
strength by proper diet, we can wait for the time in 
which the diminished size of the organ will certainly 
facilitate its replacement. 





Silver Uterine Supporter. 

We have before us. one of BABcock’s Silver Uter- 
ine Supporters advertised in our columns. It isa 
very neat and complete instrument, and well alapted 
to accomplish the objects of a supporter in cases 
where an external basis of support is considered ad- 
visable. 


_—— Dr. Jostan ATKINSON, a well known physi 
cian, of Newburyport, Mas3., committed suicide re- 
cently. Cause, temporary insanity. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 


Here a well marked 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


Mammoth Cave, Kentucky, By A. D. Binkerd, 
M. D., Cincinnatti, Ohio, Pamphlet, 95 pp., Price 
50 cents; to be had of the author. 

This seems a complete and sensible guide book 
to this extraordinary natural curiosity. The author 
does not think the cave of any value as a sanitarium, 
for which it was once used, and we think his rea- 
soning is sound. 


Photographs of Diseases of the Skin, taken from 
Life, under the superintendence of HowArp F. 
Damon, A. M., M. D., ete. Boston. James 
Campbell. 1867. Series 1 and 2. 


The value of the photographic method in record- 
ing clinical experience is rapidly becoming appreci- 
ated, and these very handsome photographs of skin 
diseases will contribute, to its popularity. They 
represent a good variety, including eczema, ecthyma, 
rupia, icthyosis, pemphiguus, etc. The artistic ex- 
ecution is excellent, and the cases chosen typical and 
well marked. To be sure, we have to.do without 
the discoloration, so peculiar and of such diagnostic in- 
portance in some dermatic complaints, but on the 
other hand we have the consolation of knowing that, 
color aside, these pictures are faithful records of na- 
ture’s own handiwork. 


Microscopic Examinations of Blood ; and Veg- 
etations found in Variola, Vaccina, and Typhoid 
Fever. By J. A. SAtIssury, M. D. New 
York. Moorhead, Bond & Co. 1868. 8vo. pp. 66. 


If we were asked what is the latest theory of dis- 
ease we should reply the fungoid and animalcular 
theory, that which, going back to the views of Galen, 
seeks to explain pathological states by the presence 
of amorbific something which interferes with the 
physiological performance of function. Galen, how- 
ever, had no very clear idea of what this something 
was, and it is only within the present age that mi- 
croscopic examination had asserted that the morbific 
agent is in fact low forms of animal and vegetable 
life. All animal poisons, contagious, and diseases 
have by turns been proclaimed to be proofs of this 
view. 

None of the defenders of this latest theory have 
been more active, none are so “advanced” as Prof. 
J. H. Salisbury. If his opinions are correct, his dis- 
coveries in medicine transcend all others in this cen- 
tury ; if incorrect, he adds but another to the long 
list of blinded enthusiasts, hobby-riders who raise a 
temporary dust, but soon sink into oblivion. 

In the volume whose title we place at the head of 
this article, be describes the Biolisis typhoides, 
which characterizes typhoid fever, the Jos variolosa 
vacciola the specific cause of small-pox, the Crypta 
carbunculata which produces carbuncles, the Zymo- 
tosis escularis which destroys horses, and other 
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eryptogams and low forms of life which lead to 
death. The earlier part of the book gives minute 
directions how to examine diseased and healthy 
blood, with a view to discover the various foreign 
elements, etc., in it. The work is well printed on 
fine paper, and the illustrations are good. It is 
worth having as as curiosity, and may turn out to be 
epoch-making in pathology. 

Cases in Orthopedic Surgery. Read before the 
Massachusetts Medical Society by Buckminister 
Brown, M. D., with photographie illustrations of 
the cases presented. Boston, James Campbell, 
1869. 1 vol., cloth, 8 vo., pp. 23. 

This is a separate publication of an article in the 
transactions of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
It describes twenty cases of deformity, and illus- 
trates them with photographs from casts and from 
the living subject. The photographs were admira- 
bly taken, and the results shown speak most favora- 
bly for the progress of modern orthopedic surgery, 
and the. skill of Dr. Brown in using its varied re- 
sources. 

Transactions of the Homceopathic Medical So- 
ciety for the State of New York, vol. 6, 1868, 8 
vo. pp. 736. 

This bulky volume, well printed and well illustra- 
ted at the expense of the State, may be taken as a 
fair index of the activity of homceopathie practi- 
tioners, their fidelity to the colors under which they 
sail, and their devotion to real science. We have 
turned its pages with especial intent to see what 
contributions it contained to surgery, anatomy, 
botany, physiology, chemistry or pathology—those 
sciences which are not under debate between us and 
them, and to a large extent at least, are equally impor- 
tant to both. 

We speak without bias when we report that there 
is positively not one article on any of these sciences 
which contains valuable original matter. Dr. 
HEDGES gives a description, and not at all a perfect 
one, of hydrophebia ; ‘ hydatids” are the subject of 
of an essay by Dr. DUNCAN; teenia soluim by Dr. 
WoopvineE; thermometrical phenomena in disease ; 
fibrous uterine polypi; cocculus indicus. How does 
it happen that subjects of this nature, offering as they 
do extended fields for novel investigation and exper- 
iment are treated by the best minds in the homco- 
pathic ranks without adding anything to general 
knowledge? The authorities quoted are BEALE, 
ROKITANSKY, WUNDERLICH, VON SEIBOLD, KIR- 
CHENMEISTEP, WEST, GOOCH, etc., all without ex- 
ception physicians of the much abused “allopathic 
school.” We know howit happens. The man who 

«rides a hobby, who blinds himself by adopting one 
exclusive idea, incapacitates himself from that free 
investigation and broad, liberal study of fact, essen- 
tial to progress in exact science. ‘ Similia simili- 
bus,” and “contraria contrariis” are just such 
hobbies. 


As for treatment, Such 


we have little to say. 
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doses as two drachms of the oil of male fern, two 

ounces of castor oil; thirty grains of bromide of am- 

monium (pps. 98,183,) etc., may be “the mini- 
mum dose,” and strictly homceopathic, but it is cer- 
tainly not infinitesimal any longer. 

We conclude by the frank expression of our opin- 
ion, that the homeepathists of New York will merit 
the respect of intelligent men more, when they show 
by earnest labor in abstract science that they have 
a soul above “ potencies*” 

Transactions of the American Ophthalmological 
Society. Fourth and Fifth Annual Meetings, 
1867, 1868. New York. 1869. One Vol. paper 
800. pp. 143. 

This volume contains a number of very valuable 
papers, some of which have been published in the 
journals—a bad custom, which ought to be stopped— 
and some of which cannot be found elsewere. The 
Society, we may remind our readers, was founded 
in 1863. Most of the members are from New York 
and New England—rather too many of them for the 
generic name which the Society has assumed—and 
the meetings have been usually held in one of the 
north-eastern States. 

The first article is a report on the progress of 
opthalmology for 1865-6, by Dr. B. Joy JEFFRIES, 
of Boston. It contains a bibliography and the sta_ 
tistics of forty-one opthalmic hospitals and infirm- 
aries. The same writer contributes “ A Point in the 
Physiology of Vision,” “A case of Herpes zoster 
Ophthalmicus,” and “Remarks upon the Principle 
of the Thaumatrope.” Dr. JouHN GREEN, of St. 
Louis, has articles upon the use of leaden styles in 
disease of the lachrymal sac, and on tests for astigma- 
tism. Dr. H. D. Noyes, of New York treats of astig- 
matism, retinitis and Graefe’s operation for cataract. 
Dr. Morton, of Philadelphia describes a case of en- 
cephaloid tumor of the eye ball. Drs. G. Hay, of 
Boston ; H. DERBY, of Boston ; Ho_MEs, of Chicago ; 
LorinG, of New York ; HILDRETH, of Chicago, and 
WILLIAMS, of Cincinnati, are other contributors. 
Farm Impliments and Farm Machinery, and the 

Principles of their Construction and Use: with 

Simple and Practical Explanations of the Laws 

of Motion and Force as Applied on the Farm. 

With 287 Illustrations. By John J. Thomas. 1 

Vol. pp. 302. Price $1.50. Orange Judd & Co., 

New York city. 

This is an excellent work which has been highly 
appreciated in previous editions by the farming com- 
munity. The present edition is carefully revised by 
the auther, and largely augmented. It is undoubt- 
edly the best work of the kind in the American mar- 


ket. 





——Dr. E. W. DexsouZE, Dr. FRED. J. McNULTY 
and Dr. JoHn H. Norris, charged with holding offi- 
cers’ commissions in a regiment being raised for 
service in Cuba, were arrested in New York at a 
| late hour on the night of the 22d, by United States 
| Deputy Marshals, and lodged in Ludlow street jail. 
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a2” Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

a@” To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to require little revision. 


We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
This number begins the 21st volume of the 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. A 
large number of subscriptions are due from 


this date, and we look to a prompt response 
to the bills already sent out and being sent.— 
Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD- 
VANCE. 


TURNING ANOTHER LEAF. 

We herewith present to our readers the 
initial number of a new volume of the MEDI- 
CAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. To our old 
friends, we have only to say that we have no 
backward steps to take. They will see that 
we appear in a new dress, and with improved 
general appearance. We are having our 
printing done under new arrangements, an 
important item in which is greater prompti- 
tude in the execution of the work, whereby 
we shall be enabled to mail the REPORTER to 
subscribers several days earlier than hereto- 
fore, and thus reach our more distant readers 
at a date approaching more nearly that of the 
day of publication. The contents of the last 
volume are, if anything, more varied and in- 
teresting than those of any hitherto published. 
No volume has ever had so many contributors, 
and a glance at the list in the index of the 
volume will exhibit the great interest shown 
by the profession in the contents of the 
REPORTER, which has become the great me- 
dium of inter-communication between mem- 
bers of the profession all over the country—a 
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means of consultation in important cases, with 
the best minds in the profession, particularly 
valuable to the country practitioner, who is, 
in a great degree, isolated from his brethern. — 
In this connection our department of ‘‘ Queries 
and Replies’? is rapidly growing in interest 
and importance. We wish this and all the 
departments of the REPORTER to be well sus- 
tained with communications on all subjects of 
interest to the profession. Let communica- 
tions be practical and as brief as possible, 
without sacrificing anything that is really ne- 
cessary for the elucidation of the subject. 

To the many who will from this date become 
stated readers of the REPORTER, we can 
promise a weekly installment of communica- 
tions, mostly original, on all sorts of subjects, 
which are calculated to excite inquiry and 
stimulate thought. We hope they will not 
be silent spectators, but enter with life, ani- 
mation and intelligence into the debate. 
Write briefly and to the points without waste 
of words if youcan; if you cannot, write at 
any rate, and we will make use of such 
thoughts in your communications as in our 
view are worth reproducing, giving you due 
credit for them. 

In conclusion, we will say that while we 
have some things to discourage us in our 
labors, the balance is very largely on the side 
of encouragement. Old friends continue to 
smile on us and give a prompt and liberal 
moral, intellectual and material support, and 
their ranks are being daily recruited in an 
increasing ratio. It shall be our constant en- 
deavor to serve old and fast friends, to bear 
with and retain, if possible, those who are 
weak, and to increase the number of those 
who will aid us in building up American peri 
odical literature. 

There are those who persist in looking across 
the Atlantic only for their medical literature. 
LET THEM LOOK! They willsoon find them- 
selves—if we are any judges of the signs of the 
times—in the position of one who, in the full 
blaze of the morning sun‘ as he ,rises in his 
majesty, still stands gazing on the stars that 
are gradually fading from the firmament! 
Let those stars illumine their own systems 
and serve us on occasion, but they cannot dis- 
place our own lights, if we prove true to our 
present status aud future prospects as a pro- 
fession. 

A long pull, then, a strong pull, and a pull 
altogether to advance the science and art of 
medicine in America! 





Editorial. 


PHYSICIANS AS DISPENSERS OF 
MEDICINE. : 

At the recent meeting of the American 
Medical Association, Dr. HERRICK, of Louisi- 
ana, offered an amendment to the Code of 
Ethics, to the effect that physicians ought to 
resign to competent apothecaries, when such 
are within reach, “the whole business and 
profits of dispensing medicine.” [See this 
journal, last volume, p. 425.] This -is of a 
character with the substitute bill offered by 
the druggists of this city at the last meeting 
of the State Legislature in reference to the 
drug trade. This bill provides virtually that 
no physician, unless he be also a graduate of 
the College of Pharmacy, shall open, or have a 
drug store in the city of Philadelphia. We 
speak advisedly on this rendering, having sub- 
mitted the bill as it appears in the paper book 
to competent counsel. 

Now, both Dr. HERRICK and the Philadel- 
phia druggists are wrong. The education of 
a physician, his professional standing, and his 
personal morality and self respect, all not 
only qualify him, but urge him at times to 
dispense his own medicines. We urgently 
recommend ‘physicians to do so much more 
frequently than is now the custom. We see 
in this a means to control and limit the adul- 
teration of drugs, and give to therapeutics a 
certainty which it now largely lacks. In for- 
mer times, the physician prepared and dis- 
pensed very generally his own prescriptions, 
and this is now the prevailing custom in Eng- 
land. It should be so here. 

The innumerable retail drug stores, most of 
which depend for their living on selling opium 
to opium-eaters, patent medicines, perfumery, 
liquors, and segars, are a nuisance in our large 
cities. Their drugs are bought at the cheap- 
est rates and of the poorest quality. They 
injure the physician in his practice, and the 
public in its health. 

We sincerely hope that Dr. HERRICK’s pro- 
posed amendment to the Code of Ethics will 
be rejected at the next meeting. If accepted, 
it will be a step toward undermining the 
whole of that Code, which should never 
trench on personal liberty. 

It 1s just as honorable to put up a prescrip- 
tion as to write a prescription, and it is mak- 


ing an untrue distinction, one founded on false | 


ideas of honor and dignity, to decree that a 


physician can honorably do the one but not | 


the other. Any idea of vulgarity as connected 
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with trade, does not exist in well regulated 
minds in this country. 

The motive of the suggested amendment is 
that physicians may not “allow their pecu- 
niary interests to compromise their duties to 
their patients.”” This is sufficiently vague. 
Do the thousands of country practitioners who 
dispense their own medicines allow this ? Is 
it likely that any such regulation will prevent 
a rogue from cheating, or make an honest 
man any more honest? It will be an individ- 
ual hardship to many worthy practitioners, 
and will never hinder a grasping man from 
getting unjust gains. 

As for the Philadelphia druggists’ bill, so 
coolly calculated to “ wipe out’’ all dispensing 
doctors in this city, we shall see to it, that the 
profession here is not caught napping. 


CONSUMPTION AND FEVER IN SOUTH- 
ERN MEXICO. 

Mexico, both as a neighboring country, and 
as one of great extent and of striking climatic 
characteristic and contrasts, and of wonderful 
variety of products of the soil, not to speak 
of its mineral wealth, must have large claims 
on our attention. Curiosity is also kept con- 
tinually on the stretch by the ever changing 
phases of political life. The topic which just 
now engages our notice is suggested by 
the work of a French writer, Dr. Jourdanet, 
in which he treats of the “‘ Influence of Mexico 
on the Life of Man.” The subject is a com- 
plex one, for the several geographical divisions 
of that country represent regions which, in 
climate, soil and vegetable productions, are 
the very opposite of each other. In the South, 
and along the west, we find tropical heat and 
vegetation, and disease, in its most malignant 
form. In central and northern Mexico, on 
the other hand, with its high table lands, we 
have the coolness of middle and northern 
Europe, with its cereals and its pines. Two 
neighboring States, Yucatan and Tobasco, 
present strong contrasts in their topographic 
climate and sanitary characters. ‘‘ Washed by 
the waters of the same sea, (Gulf of Mexico) 
whose temperature is 8 or 9 degrees hotter 
than that of the Atlantic Ocean in the same 
parallel, and warmed by the same sun to 4 
heat that often reaches 100 degrees Fahr., in 
the shade, the nature of the soil in these two 
districts is so diverse as materially to affect 
the state of the atmosphere, and the influence 
which it exerts upon the human economy ia 
each.”’ 
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In Yucatan the soil is shallow and calcare- 
ous, covered in some places by a scanty vege. 
tation, and for the most part arid and desti- 
tute of rivers. The atmosphere is heated and 
dried to such a degree, when the wind is from 
the land, during the day, as to make life only 
tolerable by all the resources of art. The con- 
trast to this condition of things offered in the 
adjoining State of Tobasco is most striking. 
The greater part of this State is little better 
than an extensive marsh, from the overflowing 
at particular seasons of the numerous rivers by 
which it is intersected, and from the rich, allu. 
vial deposit which they leave. Vegetation, 
under the combined influence of abundant 
moisture and a tropical sun, is everywhere so 
luxuriant that cultivation only is wanted to 
make this district one of the most fertile in the 
world. But it is under the influence of such 
causes that periodical fevers of the worst kind 
make their appearance, and even the acclima- 
tised Indian and half castes barely live, and 
without increasing in number. The act of 
opening the soil is said to bring almost certain 
death to the white man. 

We have here an excellent opportunity for 
observing the contrasted effects produced by 
the extreme dryness and moisture of the soil 
in modifying the influence of a tropical sun 
upon the human constitution. 

In Yucatan, with its dry and calcareous 
soil, pulmonary consumption, as we hear from 
M. Jourdanet, ranks among the most common 
diseases. Different, however, from that slow 
consumption so generally met within north. 
ern latitudes, and which furnishes matter for 
the moralist and poet, itis an acute disease 
which destroys its victims rapidly, and hurries 
them to the grave without admitting the 
shadow of hope. The frequency of this dis- 
ease is very great. Endemic and hereditary 
at the same time, it seizes both on those who 
are predisposed to it, and on those whose con- 
stitutions might have been supposed to guar- 


antee them against its attacks. Dysentery, in 
an epidermic form, attributable to the dryness 
of the soil, is of frequent occurrence and fatal- 
ity in Yucatan. 

In Tobasco inflammatory affections are 
quite rare, and erence and pneumonitis 
are in consequence seldom seen. The cases 
of the former which are to be found come 
from Yucatan and other parts of Mexico, and 
are sent to Tobasco for the sake of the favora- 
ble influence which the climate of the latter is 
known to exert. The same air which gen- 
erates intermittent and remittent fevers is an- 
tagonistic to consumption. 


Notes and Comments. 
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Notes and Comments. 


THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.* 
Compiled by Geo. H. NaPHeEys, M. D. 
No. 18. 


This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics, 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubiishep 
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current 

dical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will 
include formulz for hypodermic injections, for inhala- 
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc,. etc. 

This selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro- 
fession—to aftord a periscope of the remedial measures re- 
sorted to by eminent living physicians. 

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formule, and 
issue them in book form 





Treatment of Neuralgia. 
(Continued from Bulletin No. 1.] 

M. BERTRAND, PARIS. 
Veratri, gr. V, 
Morphiz sulphatis, gr. iij., 
Adipis, 3j- 

The painful parts to be rubbed with this ointment 
frequently when the paroxysms of pain are at their 
height, and as often as they require. Two or three 
frictions suffice in the majority of cases. M. Ber- 
trand has published a number of cases of facial 
neuralgia, and of neuralgic headache in which qui- 
nine and blisters had been tried without effect, and 
which yielded promptly to this application. 

J. M. Da Costa, M. D. 


Rk. Extracti conii fluidi, 
Ammonie muriatis, 
Syr. aurantii corticis, 
Aquee 


152. BR 


153. nyij. 


gr.V. 


aa. fZss. TM. 

For one dose, ter die. 

In neuralgic headache associated with plethora 
rather than anemia in young women. Also, a 
drachm of cream of tartar before breakfast, daily, or 
if necessery twice a day. 

154. KR. Liquoris potasse arsenitis, gtt. v. 

Syrupi rhei aromatici, £3j. Mm. 

For one dose, ter die after meals. Employed in 
the facial neuralgia of women. At night apply a 
hot salt bag to the back of the neck and order the fol- 
lowing pill : 

155. RK. Extracti belladonne, gr. 4. 

Extracti hyoscyami, 

Extracti colocynthidis compositi, 

Pulv. zinziberis, aa. gr. j. 
Also, an occasional mustard foot-bath. 


*% Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
1869, by Geo. H. NarHeys, M. D., in the Clerk’s office of 
the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva- 





ia. 
. N. B.—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi- 
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being 


issued in book form. 
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Dr. DuMAS, OF MONTPELIER, FRANCE. 
156. K. Castorei, 
Camphoris, 
Pulveris opii, 
Confectio. ros, ; 
To be divided into 15 pills and used for nervous 
affections of the abdominal organs in women. 
Guy’s HospiTat, Lonpon. 
157. RK. Liq. plumbi subacetatis, 
Tincture opii, 
Mellis, 
Confectio. rosz, 
Fait. linimentum. 
This is known in the pharmacopeeia of the hospi- 
tal as Linimentum Plumbi Opiatum and is much 
used. 


aa. £.3ij. 
5J+ 


Lonpon HosPIitTat. 
R. Tincture aconiti, 
Linimenti saponis, aa. f.Zj. M. 
To be used as an anodyne liniment. 


158. 


EDWARD JOHN TILT, M. D., ETC., LONDON. 
Rectal Suppository. 


159. RK. Extracti hyoscyami, 
“ 


belladonne, 


gr. iij. 
gr. 4 

To be made round, coated with cocoa butter, and 
introduced at night. This is the suppository Dr. 
TILT most frequently prescribes, for it relieves pain 
without constipating. 

Vaginal Suppository. 
R. Morphie sulphatis, gr. 4 
Buttyri cocoz, q. S. 

For one suppository, to be used at night. 


160. 


Enema. 
161. K. Battley’s solution of opium, f.3). 
Tincture hyoscyami, f.5)- 
Aquie, f.31ij. M. 
One tablespoonful of this, or double the quantity, 
to be added to a little warm milk and injected. 
Liniments. 


Morphiv sulphatis, 
Atropiz sulphatis, 

Olei rose, 

Alcohol, 

Olei olive, ad 


This liniment should be shaken before it is used. 
The sulphate of atropia should be employed, as it is 
more soluble than atropia, oil is much better than 
glycerine as the constituent of liniments. 

Another excellent and elegant sedative liniment is 
the following : 

163. KR. 


162. R. 


Atropiz sulphatis, gr. viij, 
Morphiz sulphatis, gr. xvj, 
Aconitz, gr. ij, 
Acidi sulphuri diluti, ™ v, 
Alcohol, f.Zss, 
Olei olivee ad f.Ziv. 
Or, if a stimulant effect is also desired, 
164. RK. Chloroform, f.3ss. 
Spts. terebinthine, f.3j, 
Camphoris, 3ij, 
Olei lavendule, NY xx, 


Olei olive ad f.5vi. 


Notes and Comments. 
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The first four ingredients should be mixed before 
adding the oil, and the liniment should be well 
shaken before it is applied. 

EDWARD WAAKES, M. D., Lonp. F. L. S. Luton. 

165. KR. Potasse bicarbonatis, 

Extracti ergote fluidi, 
Infusi ergote, 

Two tablespoonsful every four hours in Tic Dou- 
leureux. 

Dr. AuG. WALLER has found that certain sub- 
stances, such as atropia, strychnia, morphia, and 
the tincture of aconite, when mixed with chloroform 
and applied to the skin, are absorbed rapidly; but 
if alcohol is used instead of chloroform, absorption is 
delayed or altogether prevented. The ability of in- 
troducing rapidly into the blood these active nar- 
cotics, without the use of the hypodermic syringe, 
will be of much importance in these cases in which 
even the slight puncture of that instrument is dread- 
ed. It will also be of value in those instances in 
which it is necessary or advisable to keep up the 
effect for a long time, as in hydrophobia, chronic 
neuralgia, tetanus, &c. 


Medical Practice in Sweden. 

In one of Mr. PRIME’s recent letters to the N. 
Y. Observer, he gives this description of medical life 
in Sweden: 

In Sweden a physician makes no charge whatever 
for medical attendance, and, what is more remark- 
able still, very many of the people who can afford to 
pay for the services of a doctor are willing to avail 
themselves ofsuch aid without paying anything for 
it. One physician told me that of ninety-six cases 
that he had treated within a certain time only six paid 
him at all! It is customary for those who do pay to 
pay by the year, and fifty rix dollars, or about twelve 
American dollars, would be a large sum for persons 
in good circumstances to give for the benefit of a 
physician’s counsel for a whole year. There is, 
therefore, no great inducement, in the way of profit, 
to go into the medical profession. Nor is it an in- 
troduction to society, the physician not being in this 
respect materially above the apothecary in social 
standing. 


The Marvelous Virtues of Pulsatilla—No More 
Version. 


Mercy B. JACKSON, “ M. D.” claims as her 
own, the great discovery that a fraction of a 
drop of tincture of pulsatilla will cause evolu- 
tion of the child in cases of mal presentation 
so that the vertex will come down and a pre- 
ternatural be changed into a natural labor. 
She denies emphatically that Dr. Bentham is 
entitled to the credit of this wonderful ad- 
vance in practical obstetrics. See The Medical 
Investigator, (Homeopathic) p. 243 et passim. 
O tempora! O mores! 
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Invalid and Fracture Bedsteads. 

Some weeks since a correspondeat wrote from 
South Carolina making inquiry for an invalid bed.— 
We replied—under the head of Queries and Replies 
—that we could give him no information on the sub- 
ject, as, if such things were made in this country, the 
makers were too short-sighted to advertise them.— 
Since then, FURMAN & WELLS, of Addison, Steuben 
county, N. Y., have sent us a very ingeniously con- 
trived Invalid Bed, simple in its arrangements, on 
which the patient can recline in several different posi- 
tions, and having a number of conveniences attach- 
ed. The cost of the bed is moderate. All it seems 
tolack to make it almost perfect is a mattress fitted 
to it. We would suggest to the maker that his 
chances of sales would be ten times as great if he 
always furnished a mattress, no matter how plain, 
with the bedstead. If the purchaser desired a mat- 
tress of. another material he could easily have one 
made from the pattern. We would call the atten- 
tion of the profession to this very convenient bed.— 
Address the manufacturer, as above, for further in- 
formation. 

We have also received from Dr. M. M. LAtvTa, of 
Goshen, Indiana, one of his fracture-beds. It seems 
to be well adapted for the purpose intended—but as 
we have no notion of getting a bone fractured for 
the purpose of tésting it, we have sent it to the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, and may have occasion to 
speak of it again. 


Detroit Medical College. 

The first annual Commencement of the Detroit 
Medical College was held at Young Men’s Hall, 
June Sth. The hall was densely packed early in the 
evening by a very large audience. 

Dr. Jenks, President of the Faculty, conferred 
upon the candidates the Degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine, presenting them with their diplomas. 

Seven of the class were from Michigan, the re- 
mainder from other States. In all there were thirty- 
five. 

Prof. T. A. McGraw delivered the address. 


Valuable Works. 

A medical friend offers for sale the Diction- 
aire des Sciences Medicales, in sixty volumes, 
8 vo. bound in sheep, also, the Dictionaire de 
Medicine et de Chirurgie Pratiques, in fifteen 
Volumes, half bound in sheep, for fifty cents a 
Volume for both works. 


— The thirteenth operation of ovariotomy in 
Italy was performed on May 2d, by Professor VAN- 
ZETTI of Verona. There were extensive adhesions ; 
and, notwithstanding the skill of the operator, the 
patient died at the end of three days, from peritonitis. 


Notes and Comments. 
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Teetotalism. 

The Cleveland Temperance Era in commenting 
on an editorial in this journal in which we spoke of 
the New York Inebriate Asylum and kindred insti- 
tutions, says: ‘“‘ Has the learned editor ever turned 
his attention to the causes which necessitate the 
building of Inebriate Asylums? Has he ever worked 
to prevent this disease, as he has all others in the 
list of human ailments? He seems to have settled 
down to the conclusion that the only way to save 
thousands from the drunkard’s death, is to build Ine- 
briate Asylums? But who ever thinks of forever wip- 
ing out the cause which leads to the necessity of 
building and supporting such institutions, where 
three-fourths of the applicants, who swarm for ad- 
mission, are the victims of this terrible curse of in- 
temperance. Why not strike the ax at the root of 
the evil, and, if necessary, banish alcohol, absolutely 
and irrevocably, from the land ?” 

Our worthy friend forgets that at least 80 per cent. 
of the alcohol manufactured in this country is em- 
ployed in the arts, and further, that even if it were 
desirable to “banish” it, the thing can’t be done. 
Let us do what we can, and not fold our hands in 
idleness because we cannot do all we would. 


Colored Physicians in the District of Columbia. 

Several months ago Doctors Chas. B. Purvis and 
Alexander T. Augusta, colored, were licensed as 
practitioners by the Medical Society of the District 
of Columbia, which has held a charter from Con- 
gress for over half a century. This, however, did 
not make them members of the Society, whereupon 
they sent in their applications for membership, whieh 
were referred, under the constitution of the Associa- 
tion, toa regular committee, which committee re- 
ported recently to the largest meeting the Society 
has held for years. The votes were given as fol- 
lows: Dr. Purvis, rejected by 55 nays to 11 yeas, 
and Dr. Augusta, 57 nays to 12 yeas. 

It requires a two-third’s vote of the members pre- 
sent to favorably elect. It is due to Doctors Purvisand 
Augusta to state that they are each in possession of 
diplomas from regular institutions in this country and 
Canada, and that they have complied with every rule 
and regulation demanded by the society from candi- 
dates for membership. Dr. Augusta was appointed 
by Secretary Stanton a surgeon of volunteers, in 
which capacity he served with such satisfaction that 
he was breveted lieutenant colonel of volunteers. 
He is now practicing, by appointment of the city au- 
thorities, at the Asylwn Hospital, and is professor of 
practical anatomy at the Howard University. 

This occurrence has excited considerable comment 
from the daily press, &c., and some very bitter expres- 
sions. As we are not aware on what grounds these 
physicians were rejected, we have no comment to 
make. Certainly color should not have influenced 
the vote. 





Correspondence. 


Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Dr. Tully’s Substitute for Dover’s Powder. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 


Many physicians have proposed substitutes for 
Dover’s Powder, aiming principally to secure its 
anodyne and sodorific effect, while escaping the nau- 
seating effect of the ipecac, which, in many persons, 
utterly forbids its use. 

The most successful and deservedly popular of 
these is Dr. TULLy’s, which is extensively used in 
Eastern New York, Western Massachusetts, and 
Vermont. 

As Dr. TuLLy’s Materia Medica has had but a 
limited sale, I venture to transcribe his own words 
concerning this preparation : 

‘“‘ When, in consultation, I find an obstinately dry 
skin, I always conclude that it is due to an efficient 
use either of Tartrate of Antimony and Potassa, or 
of Cepbzelis Ipecacuanha; and I do not now recollect 
ever to have found myself mistaken. Consequently, 
I advise the discontinuance of these agents, and al- 
most always the skin becomes soft and moist. If 
the use of these articles is resumed, the skin usually 
becomes dry. This has been the result of many 
years’ observation. After arriving at these results, I 
communicated with a number of my professional 
friends and acquaintances upon the subject. I found 
several of the older ones who had arrived at the same 
conclusion as myself, and a much greater number 
who had entirely discontinued the use of these two 
agents in the then prevalent diseases, because (as 
they said) they did not seem to be useful, though 
they had,not arrived at my conclusions in manner 
and form. 

“Some time previous to this, I had become satisfied 
that the Sulphate of Potassa contained in what is com- 
monly called Dover’s Powder, was often injurious in 
the then prevalent diseases, and I had accordingly 
abandoned that preparation and substituted a mix- 
ture of Vinum Cephozlis Ipecacuanha and Tincture 
of Opium, in the same relative proportions as in 
Dover’s Powder. After employing this for some 
time, I found the proportion of Cephazlis too great, 
and therefore I diminished it and kept diminishing 
it till I got rid of it entirely. I then contrived a sub- 
stitute for Dover’s Powder, in ten grains of which 
there were one grain of opium and three grains of cam- 
phor, the remainder being 4 mixture of equal parts 
powder of the root of glycyrrhiza glabra and prepared 
soft carbonate of calcia. The last two ingredients 
were added to prevent the other two from concret- 
ing into minute masses, to render the camphor less 
volatile, to cover the taste of the opium and to give 
the whole such a bulk as would allow it to be di- 
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vided into suitable doses for small children. After 
the salts of the oxyd of morphium became sufi- 
ciently common, I substituted a sixth of a grain of 
the sulphate, for the grain of opium in this prepara. 
tion, which now constitutes a far more eligible prepa- 
ration than the old Dover's Powder. I have never 
known any one to give it a fair trial, who did not pre. 
fer it to Dover’s Powders. So extensively has its use 
spread that I have heard of its employment in sey- 
eral of our Southern States, and even in Asiatic 
Turkey.” 

Without endorsing Dr. TULLyY’s reculiar views on 
the action of so-called Diaphoretics, I would bear 
testimony to the value and convenience of this com- 
bination, which prepared, according to this formula, is 
kept on the shelves of all apothecaries in this region 
under the name of “ Tully’s Powder.” 

But my ultimate purpose in this communication is 
to bring before the profession a modification of this, 
which adds very materially to its convenience and 
range of usefulness. 

The late Dr. BRINSMADE of this city, a short 
time before his death, substituted sugar for liquorice 
root in preparing Tully’s powder, very much to his 
satisfaction, and in his modest way mentioned the 
fact to a very few of his most intimate friends, from 
whom it gradually spread; all once using this form 
continued todo so. The addition of sugar render 
this powder readily miscible in water, and the most 
convenient form for administering small doses of 
morphia, especially to children and persons of deli- 
cate stomachs, within my knowledge. As Dr. Tully’ 
name has become inseparably associated with his 
modification of Dover’s powder, I have ventured to 
send the annexed formula and call it 

DR. BRINSMADE’S DIAPHORETIC POWDER. 
R. Morphie sulph. 3j. 

Camphor, 

Cretze prep. 

Saccharum, aa. 5XX. 

Misce (intimately). 

Of this ten grains contains very nearly one sixth 
of a grain of morphia, and any person who tries tha 
quantity in a teaspoonful of cold water will at onc 
realize its eligibility over any other anodyne powder. 

G. H. H. 
Troy, N. Y., June 22d, 1869. 


Laws Regulating the Practice of Physic i 
Minnesota. 


Epitors MED AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

In one of your recent numbers I see that yo 
have published entire the law passed by our Legi 
lature for the prorection of the community again 
empiricism. The law in itself is as near right as ¥ 
can get for the present, still I regret to see 
some of thesections are favorable to those wh 
have been taken into County, State, and Distrid 
Medical; Societies, the evils effects of which is app 
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rent to all. Recently the Homceopathic met at 
St. Paul, and their Censors granted certificates to 
two non-professional men in this county, whom 
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in regard to her former history, yet sufficient to con- 
firm me in the belief that these needles had been 
voluntarily inserted by herself while laboring under 


under the State law passed last winter, have as la temporary attack of hallucination, caused by that 


much right to practice as the graduates of our best | 


medical colleges. 

I notice by the St. Paul papers that the Eclectict 
have formed a State Medical Society. Of course 
their members will have the same privileges as those 
who have been regularly educated. 

Hence I say that the section in our bill which give 
Medical Societies the power to grant certificates to 
practice medicine is wrong, and is doing, and will 
do, a great injustice to the profession of medicine, 
and the community at large. 

When our bill last winter was before the Legisla- 
ture, the subject at one time was considered by some 
of our law-makers as not within their Province. 
Through the exertion of Dr. S. B. Sheardon, and 
others, the subject was finally acted upon, and the 
bill which you have published became a law. 


The community and the profession have at last,. 


after a long silence, taken the subject under consid- 
eration, and ’tis hoped that good results may follow 

Common law protects us in our lives and property. 
Felony is punished throughout the length and breadth. 
of the land; then, why should not the community be 
protected from evil-minded and ignorant quacks ? 
What are our laws for? Why are we taxed if it be 
not for the general good of the community? Hence 
all laws that will protect us from the evils of quack- 
ery and ignorance shoudl be vigorously enforced. 

The medical journals have not agitated the subject 
enough. Much good, no doubt, will result froma 
free, candid and honest expression of our medical 
editors, and it is to be hoped that this subject will be 
freely discussed by our medical journals. 

FRANCIS H. MILLie an, M. D. 
Wabashaw, Minn. 


A Curious Freak of Hysteria. 
EDITORS OF THE MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

I was called on to remove, on Saturday last, a 
needle from the breast of a young lady, Miss H., liv- 
ing in this city. The needle, when extracted, meas- 
ured nearly three inches in length; its head had 
been broken off, while the surface presented a cor- 
roded appearance. She told me it was about a year 
since the accident had happened. 

The needle lay diagonally across the chest; its 
upper end being near the termination of the middle 
third of the ensiform cartilage and its lower end was 
just at the periphery of the left breast. The whole 
of it was imbedded in the subcutaneous tissue, there 
being no external orifice nor cicatrix to indicate its 
entrance. I found upon inquiry that four other 
needles had been removed from time to time by dif- 
ferent physicians from her person. 

She could not give a satisfactory reason to account 
for their insertion, neither was I able to gather much 





perplexing and multiversant disease, Hysteria. 

This case is not without precedent, as there have 
been published occasionally in Medical Journals, 
cases of a similar character. Among the most 
wonderful cases of this kind which have come to my 
knowledge, are the following: One case, published 
Philadelphia Medical Examiner, March, 1845, in 
which sixteen sewing needles and four pins (head- 
less,) were extracted from the wrist of a girl living 
in Jefferson county, New York; and again, in the 
London Medical Intelligencer, of November, 1822, 
is recorded “ A most dreadful case of hysteria, which 
for several years appeared under the most varied and 
violent forms,” from whom two hundred and seven- 
ty-three needles were extracted from different parts 
of the body in the short space of eighteen months. 

Undoubtedly many other interesting cases have 
occurred, which have never been published through 
neglect on the part of the observer; and should this 
account draw forth further confirmation from any, 
I should be most happy to be informed of it. 

Rosert H. CuAse, M. D. 

Philadelphia Dispensary, 6 mo. 28, 69. 
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NeEws AND MISCELLANY. 


Burning of St. Louis Medical College. 

We have received the following correction from 
Prof. J. J. McDoweE 1, of St. Louis, and are glad 
to learn that the damage was so much less than re- 
ported. 

Messrs. Epirors: In a late number of your val- 
uable Journal (of which I am a subscriber), you 
state that the college building of the St Louis 
Medical College had been destroyed by fire. 
This is a mistake, as the College building proper 
was not injured by the fire, and Anatomical and 
Pathological Museum were not even endangered. 
The building burned was adjoining the College, and 
the museum injured was a collection of natural his- 
tory belonging to the Academy of Natural Science. 
You will greatly oblige by making the necessary 
correction. 

—— M.KesERLE, of Strasburg, has performed 
ovariotomy in twento-five cases, from June, 1868 to 
April 1st, 1869; twenty of the patients have recov- 
ered, and five have died. 

—— At a meeting of Ihe Academy of Medicine in 
Paris on June 9th, M. DEVERGIE called attention to 
the results obtained sn the School of Practical Ana- 
tomy by injecting bodies with a mixture of three 
parts of glycerine and one of carbolic acid. Bodies 
thus prepared had been preserved several months 
without giving off any offensive order. 
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The Scientific World. 

The Chemical News says, in a late number, “that 
in the so-called scientific world we find a large num- 
ber of men who do not work. The reasons why 
they do not work are not always so obvious as one 
would imagine. Some, including among them many 
of our most influential and successful men, do not 
work simply because they find it unnecessary.— 
Fluent, strong in voice and in nerve, ambitious, and 
perhaps, if not the least thing in the world, intrigu- 
ing, they find it far more easy to acquire a position 
in scientific societies by criticising the researches of 
others than by working themselves. It is men like 
these who so mercilessly cross-examine the laborious 
workers who venture to read their papers before 
scientific bodies. These cross-examinations are, 
moreover, often carried on in a semi-bantering tone, 
as if the student had taken a liberty m bringing his 
results before a body, some of whose most august 
members found work unnecessarp. And how often 
in all countries, do we find the mantle of the greatest 
workers placed on the shoulders of these very men!” 


A Professional Murderer at Large. 

In the monthly report for May of Dr. Ed- 
win M. Snow, Superintendent of Health of 
the city of Providence, R. I., we find the fol- 
lowing suggestive comments : 

““There were two murders in the month of 
May, which are only counted in the above 
table as one death, under the head of criminal 
abortion. The victims were a young healthy 
married woman and her unborn child. From 
some foolish reason, at any rate with no 
good and sufficient reason, she consented to 
do violence to the laws of her being, to pre- 
vent the high object of the marriage relation, 
and to become accessory to the murder of her 
own offspring. In so doing she lost her own 
life. It would be well if her death might be a 
warning to others, and if all would remem- 
ber that this crime can never be done with 
safety. It is always murder of one human 
being ; there is always possible danger to the 
life of the mother; there is always certain in- 
jury to her health and happiness. 

The murderer in this case received twenty- 
five dollars for his services in killing two hu- 
man beings. He assured the deluded woman 
there was no danger, but exacted from her a 
solemn promise that “whatever might hap- 
pen, she would never tell any one of his crime.”’ 
He is called “ doctor,’ aud walks the streets 
of a neighboring town unmolested, and is daily 
associating with respectable men and women, 
and yet he makes the deliberate murder of 
human beings a part of his business. Human 
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justice is fallible, andmay not overtake him in 
this case ; but knowing. that there is a right- 
eous God who has expressly said, “‘ Thou shalt 
not kill,’ we cannot doubt that this man will 
some time receive the punishment due to his 
deliberate and oft-repeated murders.”’ 


—— According to M. MILLon, the disagree- 
able odor of bisulphide of carbon can be got rid 
of by distilling it with quick-lime, the two hav. 
ing been in contact twenty-four hours. The 
distillate is received in a flask partially filled 
with clean copper turnings. The lime remain- 
ing in the retort isstrongly celored. By means 
of the deodorized bisulphide, MM. Millon and 
Commaille have separated the perfume of milk 
to the extent of recognizing certain plants 
eaten by the cow—the Smyrnium olustratum 
among others. 

—— A German chemist has been lately examin- 
ing the various kinds of wafers manufactured at 
Munich and Nuremberg. He found that the color- 
ing materials in them were copper salts, red lead, 
ultramarine, Prussian blue, chromate of lead, and 
some others of aharmless nature. White wafers 
sometimes contained oxide of lead and sometimes 
sulphate of baryta. 

— The Academy of Medicine in Paris has its 
hands full of work. It has been lately engaged in a 
discussion on purulent infection; and, at a recent 
meeting, M. Boudet reminded the Academy that 
there was a discussion on the mortality of new-born 
children not yet completed ; while M. Depaul claim- 
ed priority for a discussion on vaccination which was 
commenced two years ago. 


—— There is at present, in Dayton, Ohio, 
a child affected with chronic hydrocephalus. 
It is seventeen months old, and its head meas- 
ures, in the occipito-frontal circumference 
twenty-seven inches, and from one meatus of 
the ear to the other, over the top of the head, 
nineteen inches. 


—— CINCHONA CULTIVATION.—We read in 
the Cosmos, says the Lancet, that the attempts 
which have recently been made to introduce 
into Algeria the cultivation of the cinchona 
tree will probably be attended by success. 
Analysis of the bark of the cinchona trees 
thus cultivated have shown that the alkaloids 
which constitute their medicinal properties 
are quite as abundant in these specimens as in 
others coming from the usual sources. 


—— A Medical Journal is to be published at 
Washington, D.C. The names of the editors 
we have not heard. 
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— A MonstER.—A human monster, a | 


female child with two heads, was born a few 
days ago at Zerbst. A careful examination 
has shown that the spinal column is divided into 
two at the first of the true vertebre, and that 
from this point two perfectly developed necks 
and heads proceed. The breast is half as 
broad again as is usual, the limbs simple and 
well formed. We have not yet heard in how 
far the internal construction of the breast is 
simple or complex. It appears that the child 
died in the course of birth, from the pressure 
of the two heads against each other.—Galig- 
nani. 

——The Times of India announces that 
cholera has made its appearance among the 
European troops at Kamptee. The outbreak 


cannot yet be termed serious. At Baroda, | 
| N. Pierce, D. D., Isaac V. Goltra, M. D., of Macon, Illinois, 


cholera has increased to such an extent, that 
it has been deemed necessary to interdict all 
communications between the camp and the 
city. 

—— The Lancet says toothache can be cured 
by one drachm of collodion added to two 
drachms of CALVERT’S carbolicacid. A gala- 
tinous mass is precipitated, a small portion of 
which, inserted in the cavity of an aching 
tooth, invariably gives immediate relief. 

— Louisville will probably soon have a 
second medical journal, and a third medical 
college. 





Army and Navy News. 


—— Assistant Surgeons Wunderlich, Baben 
and Marmion have been ordered to Philadel- 
phia for examination for promotion. 

—— Assistant Surgeon B. S. Mackie has 
been detached from the Naval Hospital at 
New York, and ordered to the hospital at 
Pensacola, relieving Assistant Surgeon Ruth, 
who will be ordered to the Dictator, now at 
League Island. 

—— Assistant Surgeon Owens is ordered to 
the Mare Island Navy Yard, California. 


[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited 
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words toa line.] 


MARRIED. 


BaARRON—WILLIAMS.—At Princeton, N. J., June, 23, 
by the Rev. Albert Williams of San Francisco, John C. 
Barron, M. D., of New York city, and Harriet Mulford, 
daughter of the officiating clergyman. 

BIRDSALL—HAVILAND.—At Glens Falls, N. Y., June 
8th, 1869, Stephen I’. Birdsall, M. D., of New York City, 
and S. Josephine Haviland, of Glens Falls. 





Army and Navy News. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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CLEMENCEAU—PLUMMER.—In New York, June 23, by 
the Hon. A. Oakey Hall, Mayor, Dr. G. Clemenceau of 
Paris, France, and Mary E., daughter of the late G. 
Plummer, esq., of Springfield, Mass. 


CoLEMAN—RITCHEY.—May 18, at the residence of the 
bride’s mother, ¥ Rev. D. J. Irwin, W. C. Coleman, M. 
D., of Latrobe, Pa., and Miss Belle J. Ritchey, of In- 
diana county, Pa. 


CRESSINGER—BRICE.—On the 31st of May, by the Rev. 
J. B. Cressinger, of Ashland, Ohio, assisted by the Rev. 
Orr Lawson, Dr. J. R. Cressinger, and Miss Mary A. 
Brice, both of Sunbury, Pa. 


DunHAM—INGALLS.—In Winthrop, Mass., June 9, by 
Rey. H.C. Dunham, assisted by Rev. J. W. Dunham, 
Charles W. Dunham, of Boston, and Miss Vinnie B., 
daughter’of Dr. Samuel Ingalls, of W. 


Frrris—Barrow.—May 27th, 1869, near Sharonville, 
Hamilton county, Ohio, by the Kev. H. Stokes, Jacob 
Ferris, M. D., of Columbus, Ohio, and Miss Martha M. 
Barrow, daughter of Mr. William Barrow. 


GIMPERLING—M aRrTIN.—At the residence of the bride’s 
father, Dr. Samuel Martin, Xenia, Ohio, on the ist inst., 
by the Rev. Henry W. Taylor, of Franklin, Ohio, Mr. J. 
E. Gimperling, and Miss Ella Martin. 


GoLTRA—JONES.—In Springfield, Illinois, at the resi- 
dence of the bride’s father, en the 13th inst., by Rey. H- 


and Miss M. Louisa, daughter of John A. Jones, Esq. 


Grirrin—Lanpon.—In South Hero, May 30th, by Rev. 
O. G. Wheeler, Dr. Theodore Griffin, of Chicago, Illinois, 
and Miss Abbie P. Landon, of South Hero. 


Hayrs—PRIce.—June 10, by the Rev. D. H. Barron, as- 
sisted by the Rev. KR. L. McCune, D. S. Hays, M. D., and 
_ Emma S. Price, all of Hollidaysburg, Blair county, 

a. . 


JOHNSTON— DOANE.—June 8th, 1869, in Emmanuel 
Church, Alleghany, Pa., by the Rev. Wm. C. Cooley, of 
New York, assisted by the Rector, Rev. William A. Ful- 
ler, Josiah B. Johnston, M. D., Villa Nova, Ontario, 
Canada, and Kate Doane, daughter of James C. Doane, 
Allegheny city. 


LANGFITT—Dawson.—June 8th, 1869, at the residence 
of the bride’s mother, by the Rev. Charles Thorn, Dr. W. 
J. Langfitt, of Allegheny City, and Miss Lou Dawson, of 
Beaver county, Pa. 


Ligot—PRaATHER.—At the residence of the bride’s 
father, Col. Hiram Prather, June 10th, 1869, by Rev. T. 
B. McClain, A. B. Light, M. D., and Miss Mary A. 
Prather, all of North Vernon, Jennings county, Indiana. 


Lioyp—LyYceTT.—On the 10th inst., in this city, at the 
Parsonage of the Green Street M. E. Church, by the Rev. 
J. B. ee Dr. Charles Lloyd, of Norfolk, Va., 
and Miss Agnes M. Lycett, of Philadelphia. 


Morris—STOKES.—June 16, at the residence of the 
bride’s father, Moorestown, New et by Friend’s 
ceremony, Joshua H. Morris, of Philadelphia, and 
Elizabeth, daughter of John H. Stokes, of Moorestown. 


PRETLOW—PRAGUE.—June ist, at the Presbyterian 
Church, in 2 Ohio, by Rev. William H. James, 
assisted by Key. J. M. Worrall, Dr. Richard Pretlow, of 
Covington, Ky., and Miss Cassie H, Prague, of Rural 
Cliff, near Springdale. 


RorEBUcK—DETWILER.—In Mansfield, Ohio, A 2, 
1869, by the Rey. J. R. Twitche!, Dr. J. H. Roebuck, of 
Hummelstown, Pa., and Miss Clara Detwiler, recently of 
Doniphan, Kansas. 


SvopGRass—CoGGESHALL.—June 10th, in Springfield, 
O., by Rey. P. H. Mowry, assisted by Rev. Henry Bain, Dr. 
Jesse Snodgrass, of Toledo, Ohio, and Emma, daughter 
of William Coggeshall, Esq., of Springfield. 


TAYLOR—SPEER.—In Cincinnati, June 10th, at Morris 
Chapel M. E. Church, by the Rev. C. W. Ketcham, Dr. 
George K. Taylor, and £dith S., daughter of Henry Spear, 
Esq., all of that city. 


THIRKLE—MCNAIR.—May 27th, in Pomeroy, oe 
the Rev. W. J. Wright, brother-in-law of the bride, 

G. Thirkle, M. D., of Sodus, Wayne county, New York, 
and Alice, second daughter of the late John McNair, 
Esq., of Oswego, New York. 
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WHItTE—DAVENPORT.—On Tuesday, Jund 22d, at Wil- 
ton, Fairfield county, Conn., by Rev. W. L. Bostwick, 
Dr. ‘Charles B. White, U. S. Army, and Mary A., eldest 
— of Judge George A. Davenport, of the above 
place. . 


WriGHT—HEWETT.—June 17, at the residence of the 
bride’s parents, by the Rev. Wm. A. Scott, D. D., Mr. 
Charles C. Wright, of Hinsdale, Mass., and Miss Abby 
M., daughter of Dr. J. G. Hewett of New York. 


DIED. 


BaLpwin.—At his late residence in Hopewell township, 
Mercer county, Pa., on May 24d, 1869, after a protracted 
illness, James H. Baldwin, M. D., in the 7lst year of his 
age. ; 


BuntTinG.—At Roxborough (Philadelphia), on the 17th 
ult., Catharine Louise, infant daughter of Dr. Ross R. and 
Belle H. Bunting. 


Cockx.—In New York, on Monday, June i4th, in the 
87th year of his age, Thomas Cock, M. D. 


HoumpuHreY.—At Patterson, N. Y., June 18th, Bertie, 
infant son of Dr. S. D. and Helen V. N. Humphrey, aged 
10 months. 


Notson.—At Fort Concho, Texas, June Ist., 1869, 
Otis Rockwell Notson, infant son of Dr. William Notson, 
U.S. Army. 


Ricu#tTes.—In geen go June 15th, Charles E., son of 
Dr. M. A. Richter, aged 26 years. 


PERKINS.—In West Windsor, Vt., June 6th, of typhoid 
fever, Miss Orra A., daughter of Dr. E. H. and P. C. 
Perkins, aged 18 years and 11 months. 


Wo tre.—In this city, on the 7th inst., of abscess of the 
lungs, George Wolfe, M. D., in the 34th year of his age. 


OBITUARIES. 
Dr. CHARLES D. MEIGcs. 


The announcement cf the sudden death, at his country 
place, in Delaware county, of Dr. Charles D. Meigs, willbe 
a shock to all who were acquainted with his many fine 
— and appreciated his eminence in his profession. 

T. a was distinguished among that noble fraternity 
of physicians that have contributed and still contribute, 
to the honor of Philadelphia, as a seat of medical learn- 
ing. Although for some years retired from practice, he 
had retained, in a large degree, his mental and physical 
vigor. Only a few months ago a translation by him of a 
French novel of a historical character was published, and 
the composition, and particularly the dedication to the 
author, Count de Gobineau, showed at freshness of 
style and unusual earnestness of thought for a man eighty 
years of age. Dr. Meigs was a native of Georgia, but, 
studying medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, he 
decided to make Philadelphia his home, and began to 
practice here about 1820. He made the diseases of women 
@ special study, and his fame as a writer and practitioner 
in this department soon became wide spread. He was 
chosen a Professor in the Jefferson Medical College in 
1840, and retained his connection with the institution 
until he gave up the active pursuit of his profession. He 
was a contributor to the leading medical journals, and 
the author of several books on different subjects connected 
with his profession, which are highly esteemed every- 
where. Dr.Meigs was the father of Dr. J. Forsyth Meigs, 
of this city, of Major-General] Montgomery C. Meigs, of 
the United States Army, and of several other children. 


CHARLES D. MEIGS, M. D. 


| 

At a special meets of the Faculty of the Jefferson | 
niladelphia, convened June 23d, | 

1869, in reference to the death of their late associate, | 


Medical College of P 


Charles D. Meigs, M. D., it was 

Resolved, That the members of the Faculty have heard 
with deep-felt sorrow of the demise of their late distin- 
— colleague, Charles D. Meigs, M. D., Emeritus 

rofessor of Obstetrics, whose name and fame have been 
so closely associated with the history of the Institution. 

Ripe in years and rich in all the honors that can be 

athered from the broad field of science and literature, he 

as closed a long and active life, efticiently and enthusi- 
astically devoted to the best interests of the sick and suf- 
fering, and the extension and improvement of medical 
science. _. 

Warm-hearted, genial and amiable in his intercourse 
with his fellows; brilliant, wise and impressive as a 
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teacher and writer, the Faculty of this College, and the 
profession at large, may well sorrow over the extinction of 
a life so rich in usefulness and renown. It is further 
Resolved, That the Faculty of the Jefferson Medical 
College, in deep respect to his memory, will attend his 
funeral, and that a copy of these resolutions be transmit- 
ted to his family. B. HowarpD Ranp, M. D., 
Dean of the Faculty. 


ALDEN Marci, M. D., LL. D. 


This eminent physician died at Albany, June 17th, aged 
74 years. He was born in Sutton, Mass., and graduated 
at the Brown University, in Providence, which at that 
time hada a of Medicine, and while a student, 
was distinguished especially for his zeal and industry in 
the study of anatomy. He went to Albany in 1820, where 
he commenced the practice of his profession, which he 
continued until his death. He was one of the founders 
of the Albany Medical College and the Albany City Hos- 
pital, and has been at the head of the former institution 
for upward of thirty years. As a bold and skillful opera- 
tor, Dr. March had no superior, and he was the originator 
of many new and valuable improvements in surgical 
science. To the Albany Medical College he has be- 
queathed his Pathological Museum, one of the most ex- 
tensive and valuable in this country. 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


BAUNSCHEIDTISMUS,—Dr. S. K., of Alabama.—* Baun- 
scheidtismus” is a humbuggery, invented by a German 
named Baunischeidt, who lived near Bonn, on the Rhine 
It consists in counter-irritation of the spine and affected 
part with a bat, or hammer, made of cork or some similar 
substance, through which needles are drivem, so that 
about one-eighth or one-sixteenth of their points protrude. 
The Baunischeidtist also uses a secret fluid as a» irritant, 
which is nothing but equal parts of olive oil amd croton 
oil. 


Dr. W. H. W., La.—We will commute with you for the 
American Journal of Obstetrics for $3.00. Vol. IV. begins 
with May. The subscription price has been raised from 
#3 to Sta year. Itis an excellent journal and it will pay 
you to support it. 

Dr. S. T. D., Pa—The price of Barnes’ Dilators is 
$4.50 for the set of three, without inflating syringe. In- 
flating syringe, $2.50, and stop-cock $1.50 additional. 

Dr. F. M. D., of Tenn.—We can send you Thomas on 
Diseases of Women, for $6.00. 

Dr. J. B., of Pa.—We will send you the. Boston Journal 
of Chemistry, a monthly Journal, for one year for 25 cents, 
if taken with the Reporter, and both paid strictly in ad- 
vance. The amount for both is $5.25. 

Dr. L. R., of N. Y.—Brown’s Religio Medici was written 
in English and not in Latin, although there are several 
excellent Latin translations of the work. Many of Sir 
Thomas Brown’s writings are in Latin, so your opinion 
was an easy mistake to make. 

A Sufferer, N. ¥.—‘* Having read your valuable journal 
with much pleasure, though not being a medical man, 
I take the liberty to ask you what you think would be the 
best remedy for one to take, who has been afflicted with 


sore eyes for a long while, who has consulted a good many 
physicians and found no relief. They have been running 


| since he was two years old.” 


Ans.—We cannot give you any advice in the case, as 
your description is altogether too vague. Consult some 
first-class oculist in your city ; for instance, our worthy 
collaborator in the CompENpivuM, Dr. D. B. St. Jonum 
Roossa, 151 Lexington avenue, whose advice you canim-~- 
plicitly follow. 

Dr. J. B. B., of Ind.—In your issue of June 12th, under 
the head of queries and replies, ‘you are asked if a person 
will take varioloid from a varioloid patient. You answer 
yes. Now, should we understand you to say that, a person 
so exposed, and not previously protected by vaccination, 
will have varioloid and not variola ? 

Ans.—No. Such a person would take yariola ; but if 
protected to eome extent by vaccination, he might take 
varioloid. 





